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MINUTES

Wednesday, October 20, 2010

12:30pm, Room 107, OSG
Absent (with regrets):  Daniel Del Gobbo, Christina Lee-Chan, Marcel Malfitano, Andrew Monkhouse, Sabrina Nardone, and Brandin O’Connor 
1. Call to Order @ 12:30 p.m.
2. Chair’s Remarks (Marlene Costa) 
General and Reminder about Committees
· MARLENE – Marcel & Daniel are not here because of Committee meetings.  Be reminded that your Faculty Committees do have priority over SC Meetings. Following your FC Committee work, please report progress to Daniel. 

Reading Week

· MARLENE – I spoke to Dean Sossin about the Fall Reading Week.  He has the wheels turning on the Executive Side.  He wants Associate Dean Gavigan to look into possible barriers.  He had two points to make on the Reading Week.

· Osgoode considered having a Reading Week correspond to York University’s. There was a lot of resistance primarily because it doesn’t fit with Osgoode’s structure as far as having it that early in the semester.  Dean Sossin viewed it as reluctance to have it in October but not reluctance generally. 

· Could we have it corresponding it with in-firms?  There are more reasons to have it November:  paper-writing time and promoting well-being.

· Dean Sossin wanted to have student input about having classes on Friday afternoon.  Would this be an acceptable trade-off: we will take some classes on Friday afternoon if it means that we can have a fall reading week.  

Cancellation of Faculty Council
· MARLENE – Faculty Council was cancelled for October. Students are concerned that there isn’t accountability.  There were many cancellations last year as well. Dean Sossin understands our concerns.  Last year was a transition period and people don’t want to make decisions when there is a new person coming into power.  It’s not just about bringing motions but it’s also about updating students.  Dean Sossin doesn’t think that there will be any more cancellations.  He, personally, has many other items on the agenda.  

Strategic Planning 

· MARLENE – Strategic planning for Osgoode will be going forward soon. Dean Sossin will defer to our judgment for student input on strategic planning. There are many questions to consider. Will it be better to have a few students sitting-in on all discussions? We can involve students at round table discussions from the get-go or we can give student input once a draft has been created. Dean Sossin would also like to have the broader student input.  There are several options: 

· We can do a survey; 

· We can have a town hall; AND

· We can have a smaller discussion groups. 
· JON - I would suggest we have as many students involved from an early stage as possible. We should focus less on the town-hall perspective as the insights aren’t as valuable. I suggest having people involved in the research 
· LAYA – There is concern that there is high student government turnover. We should get students who will commit to more than one year. 
· MARLENE – The bulk of the work will be done this semester.   It will then be a matter of polishing off drafts. The motion would be put to FC by the end of this year.  For the creation of the strategic plan it will be very short. The long-term role of SC will be to see if the leadership of Osgoode is adhering to the Strategic Plan. 
· RABJEET – L&L is going to be looking at ways at which you can get feedback from the student body. We are looking at multi-prong approach: electronic, in-person and paper. I would be happy to fold SC comments on the Strategic Plan into this L&L initiative. 
· MARLENE – And what about town hall versus small groups? 
· RABJEET – Loudest people tend to win out. It’s the people who speak up who will dominate.  It might turn off others who have something to say. The town hall needs to be later in the game.  There needs to be alternative communicative avenues. 
· MARLENE – A feedback process supplemented with people on the committees.   We can make a general call for people to sit on the Strategic Plan.  We can have a small meeting with the Dean before the creation of the Strategic Planning Committee.  Following the creation of the draft, how about we have a town hall?  At the town hall, we can solicit written feedback as well. 
· LAYA – I agree that a town hall is appropriate post-student involvement in the committee.   The call out to the students should be as broad as possible.  All those who want input should be given the chance to comment. 
· MARLENE – The regular procedure is to have SC representatives. Initially, we wouldn’t go to the student body. Do you think it’s a good idea to have student sessions for general input?
· RABJEET – You will have to have a combination. Beyond electronic, we’re going to have to use small groups. Through the small groups, you’re getting interested people and it will help spread the word and increase knowledge. SC should have mini-town halls.  
· MARLENE – I question feasibility of these mini-town halls. Ideally, we would have: 

· A couple of reps on the committee for Strategic Planning;

· SC focus groups; AND

· A town hall after the creation of draft policy through which we canvas written and oral feedback. 

3. Strategic Plan Review (Marc Rodrigue)

MARC – It would be best to keep all our ideas on paper for accountability purposes. 

· Audio Recording – RABJEET & MARLENE
· Fall Reading Week – CYNTHIA 
· IT and Communications ability – THOMAS
· Clubs input on what they would like to see in the curriculum – MARK (to work with Dave from L&L) 
· Financial awareness: 4.2 & 4.2a (e.g. textbooks) – JON (in second semester)
· Faculty Report 

· Campaign for Faculty Awareness

· Elections – ANDREW (to be confirmed)
· Physical Space of SC info at Osgoode – MARLENE & MARCEL
· Obiter Dicta/ Poster Board – MARCEL
· E-mail – MARLENE
· Upper year Courses – PRESTON 
Upper Year Courses

· LAYA – I suggest, under 2.7 b, academic meetings to increase awareness of curricular options. Akin to a mature student session, people want the guidance and more information whether it’s on paper or face-to-face. The mature students have a meeting about course selection. In the space of 2 hours you can go through a lot of material and get invaluable advice. We might consider doing it by streams (e.g. IP; Criminal; Tax.)
· MARLENE – I really like the idea. This occurred at the end of 2008/2009 year. SC did have a general session and it was useful. 
· CYNTHIA – This idea also fits nicely with 4.1 
· PRESTON – I like the generalness of this session.  
· MARC – There seems to be consensus on the issue. It would be good to have volunteers. 

Finances 

· MARLENE – I would like to see a report done about student finances especially as they pertain to different sections in first year. The costs need to be communicated directly to professors so that a discussion can happen on reducing costs.  Why are the costs of books so prohibitive?  Are certain legislative texts necessary?  Would online printouts suffice? 
· LAYA – What about resurrecting the Old Bailey (used book store)?
· RABJEET – We can look into this in the new space. 
· TOM – We need to be careful that we don’t diminish the quality of our education or compromise the professor’s choice of materials. 
· LAYA – We also need to be cognizant of copyright issues. 
· MARLENE – The best time to discuss this would be next semester.
· JON – While next semester is good, this really needs to be an ongoing project to inform Strategic Planning that is occurring this semester.  

External Communications

· BURTON – What are our external communications?  How are we otherwise informed?  
· MARLENE – After a senate meeting, we should have the Senator provide us with an agenda. It should fall after the L&L report. 
· BURTON – The relationship with UofT is underutilized. 

Withdrawals
· JON – Several students have withdrawn. There are concerns re: withdrawal.  When do they drop out and why do they drop out?  What mechanisms are in place and what mechanisms should be in place?
· MARLENE – The reasons for withdrawal are not made public.
· JON – The environment wasn’t appropriate for at least one of the students.
· MARK – We don’t need to be probing.  
· LAYA – It’s an environmental issue. 
· MARC – Perhaps we should consider intro and exit surveys. I believe that it would be invaluable. It is, however, very labour intensive.  
· MARLENE –  This is probably over-ambitious for this year. There are lots of goals. 

4. Committees Report (Daniel Del Gobbo)
· MARLENE – Today, I am speaking for Dan. Everyone is to e-mail me if they haven’t heard from their committees.  
· THOMAS – I met with York and Osgoode IT. There is push for resource sharing.  The Smart Phone issue involves user acceptance testing.
· MARLENE -  It’s curious that administration is able to access their Osgoode accounts through their smart phone.  With the protocol, it won’t work on a BB because a work-around doesn’t exist for students on their BB.  Can anything be done about that? This is a professional environment.  There is no way that there should be a distinction between students and professors.
· CYNTHIA – I recommend that you stress that to not enable this service detracts from Osgoode’s brand. 
5. Legal & Lit Report (Rabjeet Wallia)
· RABJEET – The L&L update is too long. I will send an e-mail to SC. 
6. Proposal to Have a Reading Week in the Fall Semester (Cynthia Hill)
· CYNTHIA – I am very pleased that the Dean is receptive. I am looking for 2 volunteers to help make written submissions (thank you BURTON and PRESTON). Please keep your ears tuned to student feelings on a reading week.

· LAYA – We need to keep in mind the drawbacks. It does mean more material in a shorter time period.
· MARLENE – Think of the benefits if you’re writing a paper.
· BURTON – Consider October. OCIs affect more people.  
· MARLENE –First years should get something. How do people feel about Friday afternoon classes?
· CYNTHIA – I am fine with Friday afternoon.  
· LAYA – There are a couple of seminars already scheduled for Friday. It certainly could be educational time.  
· MARLENE – I am fine with Friday afternoon classes as long as the load is kept to a minimum. (We’re fine with classes until 4:30 p.m.) 
7. Other Business
Note Taking & Disabilities

· PRESTON – I spoke with Associate Deans Gavigan and Bessner.  They were very concerned with this issue. York has the ability to go through the process with our students. I will be meeting with them again to discuss the matter further.   

8. Motion to Adjourn
· Brought by: Marlene Costa
· Seconded by:  Thomas Wilson
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