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MINUTES

Wednesday, November 3, 2010

12:30pm, Room 207, OSG
Absent (with regrets):  Mark Freake, Marcel Malfitano, Andrew Monkhouse, and Jon O’Kane.
1. Call to Order @ 12:30 p.m.
2. Chair’s Remarks (Marlene Costa) 
· MARLENE – Let’s welcome Dean Sossin.

Strategic Plan

· DEAN SOSSIN – Many of the early phases of strategic planning happened during the summer. This is one of the 5 different consultation sessions. I hope that SC will help spread the word. We will have a town hall in the spring when there is some draft language and students can react to some concrete elements. We are proposing goals for the next five years. It will not be a radical departure from the last strategic plan. There were many aspirational elements that weren’t dealt with. We are deciding what to carry over. We still embrace the core values of the 2006 Strategic Planning Document. I don’t want to rest on our laurels. We have a lot of work left to do. There are several themes:

· Research: Meeting #1 will be on research and research intensification on the curriculum review. We are hoping to involve staff, librarians and students. 

· Experiential Learning: It is front and centre to the students’ time at Osgoode. I want students to be part of the core group speaking on this issue. This would involve students who sit on the Curriculum Reform Committee. 

· Leadership (Classroom to Global Community): This would involve OPIR placements and initiatives happening off-campus. We need to find a way to speak to these experiences.

· Osgoode Re-Imagined: This is an arts initiative – It’s a history and archive project. 

· There will be a lot of things on display. 

· It will feature the inclusion of Osgoode Professional Development Students and others. 

· DEAN SOSSIN – I consulted SC’s Strategic Plan that was drafted and adopted last year. I understand that SC wants and should have a voice in Osgoode’s wider Strategic Plan. 
· MARLENE – What will our role be in the initial consultations?
· DEAN SOSSIN – I think that it would be great, irrespective of other connections, if there were others involved in the Strategic Planning.
· MARLENE – The Town Hall is very important. In the interim, we were hoping to hold a session to tell students about the general themes. Our sessions will encourage both written and oral submissions.
· DEAN SOSSIN – I want to highlight each theme on my blog. I want to allow people to be able to give oral and written feedback. I don’t want to operate with a large committee structure. The drafting piece will just be written by Assistant Dean Gavigan and myself. I want to make a wide invitation, provide food, and make people feel welcome. The issues won’t be discussed in a bureaucratic way. They will be discussed in language that is inclusive and accurate. 
3. Fall Reading Week Proposal (Dean Sossin)

· DEAN SOSSIN – This is an option to deal with pressures of the OCI and career process. I believe that it supports the research and career program. This is a principle worth supporting. Many second year students participate in the OCI process. A lot of the classes are audio-recorded as a result. This is one option to deal with that. We do not want to send a signal that we do not support these career opportunities. It might be a one year pilot project. I look forward to hearing back from SC. 
· MARLENE – There is going to be some resistance. Pedagogically, it does not make sense to have a reading week that takes place in October. 
· RABJEET – Dean Sossin is behind this proposal, but we need to provide reasons.  We already have some faculty members cancelling classes for these interviews.
· LAYA - Maybe we should have 2 or 3 days off, instead of a week. I agree with Dean Sossin that we must remember there are individuals who don’t get OCIs and others who don’t want to participate. 
· MARLENE – We have come up with several options and we are being flexible. 
· LAYA – This also helps prevent giving third years an edge over second years who are participating in the process. 
· CYNTHIA – Our document is fairly balanced and acknowledges that no solution is perfect. 
· SABRINA – What about the Jewish holidays?

· MARLENE – Very few schools provide days off for Jewish holidays. The comparative analysis is not on our side in this instance. 
· SABRINA – And what about Friday classes? 
· MARLENE – As previously discussed, we’re open to scheduling classes up to 4:30 p.m. provided that the volume of available courses is kept to a minimum. The document will be sent out in the next couple of weeks by Cynthia. Everyone on SC should read it. 
· TOM – I would like to circulate soft copies to my classmates. 
· CYNTHIA – I see no reason not to. 
4. Committees Report (Daniel Del Gobbo)
· DAN – Are there any committee reports?
Tenure and Promotions Adjudicating Committee
· TOM – We reviewed a couple of files – everything went well. I can’t divulge anything specific. The committee won’t be meeting for a while. 
Information Technology Committee
· BRANDIN & CYNTHIA – The IT Committee hasn’t met in a while. 

Library Committee
· ANDREY – I can’t attend the first meeting because of a conflicting seminar. The Committee doesn’t seem to care that my schedule is not compatible. 

· DAN – The Committee only meets once or twice. There is concern that there won’t be a student voice. I am happy to e-mail the Chair and see if the meeting can be re-scheduled. 

· RABJEET – Why do they have to schedule it while Andrey is in class? 

· ANDREY – There is a sense of urgency amongst committee members. It is scheduled for next Monday at 10:30 a.m. 

· DAN – I will e-mail someone on the committee and determine if there can be a proxy.  

Equality Committee
· CHRISTINA & PRESTON – The committee is looking to switch procedures on how students submit equality issues. At issue is complaining to a faculty member about faculty. We wanted to canvass SC’s opinion on this. 

· RABJEET – I wants clarification on whether it should be a faculty system. 

· PRESTON – The concern is that people aren’t going to the Associate Dean because people don’t know about the existence of the committee. 

· DAN – There haven’t been any issues. I query if there is any utility? 

· PRESTON – I wonder whether the scope is too restrictive because only class conduct and class material is covered. Office hours aren’t included. The process might be expanded.  

· LAYA – Maybe it is just an issue of awareness.

· RABJEET – Any viewpoints? When is the next meeting? 

· CHRISTINA – We are meeting in November.

· RABJEET – I suggest bringing concrete suggestions next meeting to have something for SC to chew on. 

Admissions Committee
· BRANDIN – The Admissions Committee meeting has been moved to late November. 

Faculty Recruitment Committee

· DAN – There will be 2 faculty appointments this year. The committee has received 80+ applications. Only candidates who have met certain criteria, including equity criteria will move onto Stage 2. If they reach Stage 2, then there will be a scholarship review conducted. Only at Stage 3, will they come to Osgoode to give talks. The process is going very well but I can’t reveal any names at this point. 

Nominating Committee

· RABJEET – This committee has not met yet. 
5. Legal & Lit Report (Rabjeet Wallia)
Socials
· RABJEET – The Halloween party was a success: it was well-attended and fun. There was a pumpkin carving contest with a $150 giveaway. Movember is going well and 80 people have signed up. Their pictures will be posted on the hoarding walls. People are allowed to donate.

York Round Table
· RABJEET – I had a meeting with the York Student Round Table (all the student government reps within York University).  At issue were ‘Go Safe’ transit and the ‘Co-Curriculum Record’. The Co-Curriculum Record is a way for individuals to track their extra-curriculars. It will enable communications on extra-curricular activities that interest you.  

· DAN – How does York endorse activities?  

· SABRINA – Will it be retroactive? 

· RABJEET – I don’t know yet because the details still need to be worked out. It’s still a pilot project. 

· BURTON – Would it appear on the transcript? 

· RABJEET – It would be an addendum to a transcript. 

Osgoode Clubs

· RABJEET – At issue is a challenge brought by ILP against creating a chapter for Canadian Lawyers Abroad (“CLA”). CLA requires a chapter to allow Osgoode students to participate in their exchanges. It was decided that CLA has a narrow enough mandate which does not tread on ILP’s mandate, which is fairly broad. As such, L&L has allowed them to start a chapter on campus. 

6. Other Business
· MARLENE – I will be sending out the November monthly update, which includes accomplishments such as our Strategic Plan commitments, audio-recording for in-firms, and other projects. Cynthia will help with the letter. Is there any other business?
· BURTON – Any sense on what will be talked about at Faculty Council? 
· MARLENE – If there is an important motion, I will it flag it for us. But our important reading week proposal will not be up for debate at the next FC. 
Senate Report
· ANDREY – All faculties want to move Reading Week to November. 

· MARLENE – What’s the rationale behind this?

· ANDREY – The current reading week presently doesn’t meet academic needs.  There is no academic need at that time.  

· Furthermore, York’s finances are looking up. People can make submissions to the Provost to get access to money.

· The Senate approved a new method to establish new courses. There are more steps involving student and faculty notice: Librarians, the Dean, Associated Dean, the Provost, the Department, and other stakeholders will have a say.
· There is a Task Force for exam disruptions. There are new criteria to determine what constitutes a valid reason for a disruption. 
Security

· CYNTHIA & MARLENE – There have been multiple security incidents on campus that we should make note of.  Security buttons aren’t functional since they cannot trace location. The ‘Go Safe’ transit program does not help people who live in the Villages. The buses cannot turn into these streets because it would take too long. 

· RABJEET – Security is indeed a concern. The next step is for student leaders to meet and discuss these concerns. We can make our administration aware of security concerns. I will mention security concerns to the administration.
· CYNTHIA – Also, there are insufficient lights from Passy Crescent to campus. 

Fall Exams

· BURTON – On exams, where will students be writing? 

· MARLENE – There has not been a decision yet.  

· RABJEET – What about study spaces during the evening?  

· MARLENE – We should look into whether we will be able to study in Osgoode past 4:30 p.m. 
· CYNTHIA – Let’s look into extended hours for the temporary Osgoode Library. 

7. Motion to Adjourn
· Brought by: Marlene Costa
· Seconded by: Brandin O’Connor
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