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MINUTES
Wednesday, September 21, 2011
12:30pm, Room 2003
Absent with regrets: Joey Hoffman
1. Call to Order @12:30pm
2. Dean’s Update (Dean Sossin)

3. Chair’s Remarks (Marcel Malfitano) 
Marcel:  Please pick up your SC keys if you haven't received them yet. Jon Ungaro and Joanne will help set up the office next week. Thank you everyone who came out to the Wendy Babcock memorial. It was a meaningful event.

Dave and I were thinking of holding a town hall to discuss branding at Osgoode. If you hear complaints related to this issue, please let me know and we can hold a townhall.

 

Eric: But what could actually be done about branding in the school? The money has already been transferred.
 

Marcel: There may be changes that can be made.

 

Burton: It may be useful to have a townhall regardless on feedback on the building. I recommend having the townhall in January after students have had a significant amount of experience in the new building.

 
Marcel: Just to mention, Jon and I are meeting with Mia on the Debt Advisory Group. The Group is going to look into the feasibility of making back-end debt relief available.
4. Committees Report (Jessica Diab)
Jess: All committees are staffed. Some committees have already met. The Awards, Food, and Admissions committee reps have not yet been contacted.

 

Thomas: The slate of committee reps represents the significant diversity of Osgoode. We picked the strongest candidates which, essentially by coincidence, were also quite diverse. We are pleased to recommend this committee reps slate to Caucus.

 

Motion to approve committee representatives for 2011-2012 as recommended by Student Caucus Executive brought by Jon O’Kane, seconded by James Stevenson. Motion carried.
5. Communications Update (Thomas Wilson)

Thomas: The Obiter article I wrote has been delayed to next issue. I’ll be writing another article sometime in the not-to-distant future.

Motion to approve minutes as amended from April 21st and Sept 7th carried.
6. Legal & Lit Report (Dave Shellnutt) 
Dave: The Healthplan administrator is technically hired. L&L has received applications for a JCR Manager and we are hoping to serve alcohol at the end of the month. The bar is currently not installed, however. Capacity of the building is tentatively 194, but the licensing board will make the final determination. Summaries are back up, thanks to Zak. The first Pub Night has also been scheduled.

7. Senate Report (Sandra Alsaffawi-David)
Sandra: The Senate is meeting tomorrow; update to follow. Andrey Mazurkov is the other student senator.

8. Revised Grade Appeal Policy (James Stevenson)

James: There was a case where a student was sick, left an exam, was told to go back in and write, got a non-failing grade, and was successful on appeal. The student was given "standing" in the class, not a letter grade. The Academic Standing Committee refused to set a test/procedure in this case, but was convinced in the circumstance to allow the appeal. This sets a precedent for appeals of non-failing grades. It is unclear whether a person would be allowed to re-write a non-failing exam in the future. On a side note, the ASC is currently overwhelmed with appeals. 

Jess: think this is a positive move because it saves a student from a low-passing grade on their transcript.
Marcel: I'm concerned that this sort of in-exam sickness could happen frequently and standing may not be given to every student.

James: This is why I was pushing for a test. I do, however, think the committee is moving in the right direction. The appeal option, however, appears only open to very real instances of sickness.

Marcel: It may be worthwhile to speak to Andrew Monkhouse about this. He has expressed interest in writing an article on this issue.

James: I will go to the Chair of ASC on this issue and express SC's interest in their being an identifiable test/guidelines for these appeals.
9. 1L Survey- Potential Projects (Jeff Mitchell)

Jeff: I created a survey on various student issues and sent it to my section. The survey received over 60 responses. Here are some results:

· Quality of orientation week: 6/10. I will be happy to pass along the written comments for changes to O-week. 
· Over 70 percent of respondents indicated that they want to have grammar and spelling check on law school examsoft
· Approximately 50 percent of students thought that professors should post a webcast if they know they are going to miss a class
· There was an overwhelmingly positive response to the question of whether CLASP should expand its mandate and defend men who have allegedly assaulted women
· Satisfaction with extra-curricular activities and clubs: 4/5. 
· 90% of respondents think that audio recordings should be made for classes that interfere with mandatory OPIR elements
What is the current status of the Audio Recording Policy?

Sandra: It’s a mess.

Marcel: Audio recording is being embedded within slides, but recordings are only available for people with medical issues, etc.
Sandra: The responsibility for recording has been downloaded to professors. This is less reliable because professors might forget to record. The policy is a mess.
Marcel: Elena and I met with faculty and the consensus is that professors need to be reminded and pushed to record their classes. There is consensus amongst the entire group. If this is not happening, Shelly Gavigan needs to be made aware.
Jeff: Perhaps some of the issues identified by the first year survey need to be addressed specifically at upcoming meetings.
Thomas: Is it possible to send the survey to all first years?
Jeff/Joanne: Yes

Jeff: A student asked to distribute an email regarding TTC cutbacks. What is the best forum for this?

Marcel: I'd recommend advising the person to submit it to the Obiter Dicta.

Thomas: I agree. The Student Caucus email account is not to be used for partisan issues. My mandate for communication this year is to keep communication to-the-point and only on necessary issues. Students frequently complain about email overload.

Dave: I'd recommend starting a Facebook group.
10. Adjournment 
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