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MINUTES
Wednesday, October 3, 2011
12:30pm, Room 2009
Absent with regrets: James Stevenson, Joanne Thai, Sandra Alsaffawi-David, Andrey 

Mazurkov
1. Call to Order @ 12:35pm
2. Library Issues and Update (Louis Mirando, Chief Librarian)
Louis Mirando: There are a number of issues related to the library on which I seek Student Caucus’ approval/input. Perhaps most importantly, Osgoode is obliged to provide the York community with access to the library for law materials. It appears that York students are, however, using the library for other purposes (i.e. studying) to the detriment of Osgoode students.
Issue 1: The Osgoode Library is closing to students on Thursday Oct 6 and Friday Oct 14 for construction
Jess Diab: Could an email go out to the entire student body informing them of the closure? Friday will be less of a concern as fewer students are in the building.
Louis: Yes. We will send an email.
Jon O’Kane: Are these the last renovations we can expect to the library?
Louis: No. On October 14th contractors will access the upper library and install end-panels and countertops. Sometime after the 21st of October there will be an additional installation in the lower library.

Jon O’Kane: Do you know the exact dates?

Louis: Not at this point, no.
Jon O’Kane: I think it would be helpful for students to know in advance. 

Thomas Wilson: Given these library closures, is it possible to arrange alternative study space on campus? Perhaps where the library was last year or in Scott?

Louis: No. Unfortunately there is no other space available.

Issue 2: The Osgoode Library is closing to students between 1:30 and 4:30pm on Sunday Oct 16 for the New Building Celebration

Louis: The Dean has asked to close the library early for the celebrations at around 1:30. I was resistant to this given that 1Ls have midterms around this time. To accommodate students we will allow access to the lower library.
Marcel Malfitano: This is not a particularly disruptive time of the week.
Jess: An email will suffice as it is usually quieter in the library on weekends.

Issue 3: York Undergraduate Students’ use of the Osgoode Library study areas

Louis: Have you heard of anyone having problems finding study space?

Fahad Siddiqui: I have had problems with disruptions (e.g. noise from non-Osgoode students). What can realistically be done to resolve this problem?

Louis: During exam period there is the option of excluding York undergrad students by having security check ID cards. The Council of Deans has approved this measure.
Jess: The times that students will need the library most is during midterms and from mid-November out. The policy should be in effect earlier than the official exam period.
Jeff Mitchell: How do you tell who is an Osgoode student and who is not? I know my ID says "York University Undergrad Student". Perhaps a sticker on the card would be effective?

Louis: I agree. It would be cost-effective and is an avenue worth pursuing.
Dave Shellnutt: I think this is an access to justice issue and we should tread lightly. University of Toronto splits floors to allow access.
Thomas: I don’t think this is an access to justice issue. The issue is about study space for Osgoode students, not access to legal materials.
Louis: We are obliged to grant library access to undergrad students to provide access to legal materials. The policy of restriction is related to study space, not access to materials. The underlying problem is that the University is not building space for other faculties.

Burton Taylor: I have found that most undergrads are very quiet and respective. However, disruptions do come via food and noise (especially in the study rooms). The study rooms on the first floor are particularly noisy. Will the library be handing out VGA and audio cables?

Louis: Yes. 

Jess: Will there be power outlets in the study carols?

Louis: Yes. That is being done tomorrow.

Dave: Is the charge up station for photocopying installed?

Louis: That is a matter for York IT and unfortunately we have to wait on that issue.

Jeff: I went on a tour today of the library. There were problems with printers and photocopiers. Will there be other places for printing?

Louis: Yes. There will be printing upstairs.

Jeff: What is the policy regarding access to the Rare Books collection?
Louis: Access is by appointment and under supervision only. The Rare Books collection is extremely valuable and an incredible hidden gem in North American law libraries.

The school used to give the library a copy of every collected course book. The library is now charged for these materials. The library protested and refused to buy them. There is still no decision on this matter, but I believe that the materials should be given to the library for free.

Joey Hoffman: In the end it is the student that pays the price. The library should provide access to these materials immediately. The students should not suffer as a result of this issue.

Louis: I'll bring the issue up at a management meeting I have later today.

Marcel: What is the final decision on access to the library?

Louis: I agree with having restricted access starting in November.

Marcel: Everyone please keep your ear to the ground and listen for student thoughts on use of the library.

Jess: Please feel free to use Evan Vella as an access point on these issues.

Jeff: Will there be an online system for study room booking?

Louis: Yes. I am meeting with Sam Wong today about that issue. The system should have been online 5 weeks ago. Rooms must be booked ahead of time. You must sign on as an Osgoode student to book a room. Once the online system is running, managing the space will be significantly easier.

Marcel: Please keep me updated on this specific issue.

Jeff: My experience is that nursing students are using the study rooms. What is their situation?

Louis: They are supposed to study at Scott library.

Jess: Overall, I think generally students have been very happy with the new space.
3. Chair’s Remarks (Marcel Malfitano) 

Marcel: I met with the editor of Canadian Lawyer for Students before this meeting. If any of you want to write for them, they pay 50 dollars per article. If you want to write, please do so. If anyone is interested, please contact me.

Jess: Can anyone submit, or just Student Caucus members?

Marcel: My impression from the Editor was that only those students in contact with law school governance should submit. I will send the information to everyone.

4. Committees Report (Jessica Diab) 

Jess: I don't think there have been any major committee issues. I don't know if Joey wants to speak of the deferral issue at the Academic Policy Committee?
Joey: There has been a subcommittee struck on deferral issues. The subcommittee, however, has not been formed yet. Right now it is all very preliminary.
Jess: The standing committee on teaching and learning prepares a conference every year for teachers. They don't want to use the word "wellness" but the consensus is that the conference will be on workload and related matters. Please send me suggestions for topics and/or possible speakers.
Marcel: Please also send names of students who can sit on panels.
Victoria Riley: Student Awards Committee has not contacted me yet. Is this a problem?

Jess: I will follow up.

5. Communications Update (Thomas Wilson)

Motion to approve Minutes from September 21st carried

Thomas: The website is now up and running in full capacity. There have been numerous difficulties and a great deal of correspondence with our web developer to get things to this stage. I encourage you to check out the website.

What is the status of the 1L survey Jeff created?

Jeff: We are in the process of linking the survey and distributing it to the other sections.

Thomas: Great, thanks. I have another matter to discuss up that is not entirely a communications issue. A student from Section C has come to me regarding the mid-term situation. From what I have been told, there are three midterms being run for Section C. I’m concerned about what this workload means for first year students.
Jeff: One of our professors is a visiting professor which makes things even more challenging.
Fahad: What exactly is the concern here?
Jess: I hear Tom's concern. It's a difficult time for first year students. Bruce Ryder can likely be of assistance on this issue.
Jeff: I will speak with Professor Ryder about this issue but I'm concerned that it cannot be addressed in time.

Thomas: It may not be able to be addressed in time for this year, but I think it’s good to resist a midterm “arms race”. Jeff, I will see if I can get something in writing from the student who contacted me regarding this issue.

6. Legal & Lit Report (Dave Shellnutt) 

Dave: Legal & Lit has just completed the club funding process. It was a lot of work, but we have funded clubs more this semester than all of last year. As promised, we are making it rain here at Osgoode. Walk a Mile in Her Shoes was a huge success and over a thousand dollars were raised to help prevent violence against women. We had security risks from our insurer, Gallivan, which is now resolved. We want to hire a third party to work on security.

Marcel: Will Gallivan reimburse legal and lit for this third party hiring?

Dave: I have been told by various sources that they will likely reimburse. I will see what can be done. In other news, we had a pub night that went fairly well.

Marcel: I think that people were concerned with the location because it was too "clubish". 

Thomas: I attended and had a great time. I’m sure you’ve heard it already, Dave, but a central concern is that the event was advertised as a “pub” night but was actually more of a “club” night.
Jess: Are yearbooks still available?

Dave: Yes. They are available at the Legal and Lit office.
7. Office Hours (Jon O’Kane)

Jon: For many reasons, I think we should have office hours.
Preston: I don't particularly like the idea. I have been in clubs with mandatory office hours. People don’t show up. I'm concerned office hours would not be used. I appreciate the sentiment, but I think it would not be used.

Dave: We do get the odd straggler at Legal and Lit, but I think this might change as the building becomes more accessible and the club rooms are more settled.
Thomas: I think office hours are a good idea. Even if students do not show up, we will have more opportunities to interact, discuss Caucus issues, etc…
Jess: Perhaps we can implement a rotating office hours system where members sign up for fixed time-slots?
Fahad: I think it's a good idea to put up email addresses on the door.
Thomas: I will do that. I will also send a doodle for rotating office hours.

Jon: It might make sense to have a keyboard and screen to make the office more of an “office”. 

Eric: We are buying the couch which will help make the room cozier.
8. Diversity and the Committee Appointments Process (Fahad Siddiqui)

Thomas: I recommend a sub-committee on this issue.

Fahad: I agree.

Marcel: Has this issue not been resolved?

Fahad: Although things went well this year, I'm concerned about future years.

Equity in Committee Appointments working group struck. Members: Jon Ungaro, Victoria Riley, Fahad Siddiqui, Thomas Wilson
9. Other business
Eric: Committee enhancement forum is questioning its mandate now that the building is completed. We are working on initiatives for expanding the "Java in the cube" sessions to invite other professors. There will be food and cookies at the last meeting of October.

Dave: Can I request more coffee if the event is going to expand. Coffee typically runs out at these events.
Eric: No problem. We’ll see what we can do.
Jess: I want to commend Eric for Chairing this committee.

 

Jeff: First year students are wondering if there can be examsoft for the midterms.

Marcel: We tried to advocate for this two years ago but there are significant costs.

Jess: Are any professors allowing you to type and send a document?
Jeff: Not that I know of.
Marcel: It is something we can look into again. The person to speak to is Nancy Sperling.

 

10. Adjournment @ 2:20pm
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