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MINUTES
Wednesday, November 20, 2011
10:00am, Skype
Absent with regrets: Zak Mashadi, Sandra Alsaffawi-David, Eric Marques, Joey Hoffman, Burton Taylor, James Stevenson
Emergency meeting was scheduled with the approval (via email) of a majority of Student Caucus. 
Call to Order @ 10:00am
Tom Wilson:
· Purpose of meeting: to make a recommendation regarding the library’s exam-time exclusion policy

· 3 options currently on the table (were forwarded in advance of the meeting):

· Return to pre-exam exclusion policy (i.e. lower floor reserved for Osgoode Students)

· Continuation of current exam policy (i.e. entire library reserved for Osgoode students—permission granted at reference desk for others)

· Continuation of current exam policy but with a reserved table for non-Osgoode students using reference materials, etc.

Dave Shellnutt:

· Exclusion raises significant access to justice concerns

· Library is a public space and a policy of complete exclusion reflects a troubling elitism

· Complete exclusion policy would have bad optics in the press

Jess Diab:

· Sensitive to concerns expressed by Dave Shellnutt

· Library committee has been very accommodating thus far
· Mixed messages at this stage (e.g. reversing the standing policy) would be problematic
Jon Ungaro:

· Important to reconsider the issue next semester

· York University accommodated Osgoode students during construction and we should be mindful of that fact

· Reversing the policy would put the library in a difficult position

· Reversing the policy would have poor optics

Preston MacNeil:

· Issue primarily affects students living on campus as commuter-students don’t typically use the library in December
· Concerns are around whether an Osgoode student would be without a seat in the library (but most students don’t come to campus during exam periods so the problem is minimized)
Joanne Thai:

· Agrees with Dave Shellnutt, personally, but has spoken with other first year students and response is overwhelmingly in favour of the new policy
Jeff Mitchell:

· Agrees generally with Jess Diab’s position

· Discussed matter with section and other first years

· We should allow the library to determine usage so we can revisit later

· Student Caucus does need to commit to review and provide a further recommendation next semester
Tom Wilson:

· Has had to use a law library as a non-law-student before; can see how exclusion policy is problematic for the reasons Dave Shellnutt indicated

· Worried about reversing policy after it is in place; would prefer to review in the new year

Jon O’Kane:

· Spoke with many students who were overwhelmingly in favour of the exclusion policy

· Given that posters are up, would support standing policy

· Would let the library know that we want to revisit the issue/inform the library of our discussions

Dave Shellnutt:

· Deferring this issue to next semester is problematic—this is a matter of rights which law students have a unique perspective on
· Library is a public space and publicly funded
· Student Caucus should lead on this issue (akin to civil rights issue in US), not simply cater to the demand of students
Jeff Mitchell:

Point of information: is a recommendation of Student Caucus binding on the library?
Jess Diab:

· Recommendation is not binding, but behaviour of library indicates that our suggestion would be taken seriously

· Agrees with Preston MacNeil’s comment about library being virtually empty in December
· Agrees with Dave Shellnutt that library is a public space—reason for supporting the standing policy is the need for consistency

Marcel Malfitano:

· Has experience working in a law library: very few members of the public come to access the law library for materials

· Does not think that restricting access to the law library meaningfully restricts access to the law in this case

Fahad Siddiqui:

· Osgoode students pay a very high tuition and help subsidize undergrad spaces

Tom Wilson:

Opinions of absent members of Student Caucus read into the record:

James Stevenson:
“Having discussed this with some of my constituents yesterday, I am happy to have SC support one of two options.

Option 1: those students that I spoke with were happy to support the present plan to have the library space be Osgoode only during the exam period. They expressed concerns that this is a time during which our student body is under stress and that as a large student body we may legitimately need the full space.

Option 2: During my discussions with students, the issue of books which cannot be signed out of the library arose. Under Option 1, we aren't limiting non-Osgoode access to books, just study space. However, some books cannot be removed from the library. As such, I and those I spoke with would support reserving a short-term reference table for the community to use for exactly those books.

Those are my thoughts, in brief. I regret that I can't be present for the full discussion, but I would ask that my remarks be read into the record.”

Eric Marques:

“I think the current reservation of the bottom floor is sufficient. I think there has been enough available space for Osgooders to study. The study rooms also provide exclusive Osgoode space for cooperative work and study groups as exams approach. Given that a large proportion of Osgoode students live downtown and study at U of T, facilities to which Osgooders have no claim, I find it hypocritical and excessive to exclude undergrads from our library facilities. I also think that once classes are done, there will be less demand for the space as people don't tend to commute that far to go to the library.

For those with concerns about York students making noise, I think that anyone making excess noise in the library should be asked to leave. People should complain to library staff when other students are being disruptive. The disruptive students should be warned and asked to leave if it continues. I currently don't see the need for any further steps. If people are quiet, they should be allowed to study whatever they like (short of bomb-making).

I think it's quite clear that the issue needs to be revisited at our next meeting for next semester. Once this exam period is behind us, I think it will be important to look back and come to a decision early enough to give the library staff fair warning. They've impressed me, being far more flexible than I would've expected. I really appreciate that and I think we should show them enough respect to give them greater warning next time around.

That's what I think. I've discussed this at length and have made up my mind given the circumstances. I'm generally a fan of the measured response. I had originally been more open to greater exclusion, but no longer see the need for it. Unless things drastically change and I see and hear that there is no longer space available for Osgoode students in the library, further discussion isn't going to change my mind. Sorry again for not "attending" virtually.”

Joey Hoffman

“I don’t feel the need to hear everyone's opinion - it has been canvassed at length already. That said, if everyone else feels the need to discuss, I am for it... I also vote that we keep the 'exclusivity' policy the same. That is, keep the bottom floor reserved for Osgoode students and the top floor open to everyone.”
Motion
Be it resolved that proxy votes should not be allowed at this meeting owing to there being no rules for proxies in the Constitution of By-laws, there was no solicitation of proxies before the meeting, and that views expressed by some members of Student Caucus absent from this meeting are unclear as regards which direction they would vote. Be it resolved that the issue of proxies should be revisited next semester.

All in favour: 7

All opposed: 1

All abstaining: 3

*motion carried*

Motion

Be it resolved that Student Caucus recommend to the library that it return to its pre-exam exclusion policy (i.e. only the lower floor of the library is reserved for Osgoode students).

All in favour: 3

All opposed: 5

All abstaining: 3

*motion fails*
Motion

Be it resolved that Student Caucus recommend to the library that it reserve a table for non-Osgoode students accessing library materials.

All in favour: 1

All opposed: 6

All abstaining: 4

*motion fails*
Jess Diab:
· Will email library informing them of our deliberations

· Will seek clarification on accommodation procedures for individuals seeking permission to access library study spaces
Adjournment @ 11:15am
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