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MINUTES

Thursday, April 21, 2011
10:30am, Osgoode Basement
Absent (with regrets): Jessica Diab
1. Transition

*the following is a summary of the delegation of responsibilities agreed to by attending members*

1. Committee dossiers (Burton Taylor, Jessica Diab, Preston MacNeil)

a. Create a dossier for each committee with improved information regarding committee purpose/ongoing issues, etc.
b. Review committee feedback forms
2. “Nuts and bolts” document (Marcel Malfitano, Thomas Wilson)

a. Review/update “transition document” to reflect:
i. Who is who at Osgoode (e.g. Assistant Dean, Associate Dean, Nancy Sperling, Peter Lee, etc.)
ii. Committee basics (e.g. ex officio, Chairs, responsibilities)
iii. Relevant Student Caucus bylaws
iv. Student Caucus representatives—responsibilities and expectations
v. Osgoode’s legislative system (how Faculty Council motions become by-laws)
3. Orientation Day
a. Tentative date: September 10th or September 11th, 3pm

i. This may also be our first official SC meeting in that it will allow SC to meet before the first Faculty Council meeting on the 12th of September.
b. Location: Fahad Siddiqui’s house
c. Informational events: (approx. 2hrs)
i. Talk from Marlene (Marcel Malfitanoto contact Marlene RE availability)
ii. Legal and lit orientation (Marcel Malfitano to contact Shellnutt/Zak/Joey Hoffman RE availability)
iii. Introduction to committees/show how to effectively fill out a committee report (Jessica Diab, Preston MacNeil)
iv. Osgoode’s legislative process (Jon O’Kane)
d. Teambuilding events:
i. Pot luck organization (Fahad Siddiqui)
ii. Games and activities (James Stevenson, Eric Marques)
1. Possibilities: Dave and Busters, party games (charades, cranium, scategories, etc.), etc.
· Marcel Malfitano to meet with the Dean and Associate dean to organize an orientation time with Legal and Lit, SC, and the Deans

· Burton Taylor recommends that all SC members become involved with orientation week. This will allow SC to gain visibility and will help members get to know first year students.
2. Other business: anti-calendar

Burton Taylor: This is the kind of thing we should do. There are concerns, however: possible faculty concerns (what kind of comments go on the sheet); getting a softcopy of the materials; getting full feedback (including exam feedback).

Marcel Malfitano: Students are able to access comments at the library.

Fahad Siddiqui: Is there access to the actual data?

Marcel Malfitano: Unfortunately no.

Marcel Malfitano: I will bring it up to Gavigan and the Dean to see if we can get access to the data.

Fahad Siddiqui: I think it’s important that we make a good proposal from the beginning. I suggest we make a sub-committee to create a 1-2 page proposal. I think a more formal presentation will be effective.

Marcel Malfitano: I agree. 

Burton Taylor: Perhaps we can use the UofT model as an example?

Fahad Siddiqui: UofT gives faculty the option to not disclose their data. We should think about how we can present this idea in a way that is not adversarial to the faculty. As long as we have some professors on board, it will create a positive incentive for other instructors. The key is building to a critical mass of supportive professors. I think we need to talk to relevant persons at UofT.

Marcel Malfitano: At this point, I think we should strike a subcommittee.

Sub-committee struck: (anti-calendar)
Chair: Burton Taylor
Members: Fahad Siddiqui, James Stevenson, Marcel Malfitano
Fahad Siddiqui: we are shooting for publication in 2012

Fahad Siddiqui: Is there a way we can engage in an analysis of student impressions of the curve? I’m not sure what it would look like or how useful it would be. 

Marcel Malfitano: There was talk 2 years ago about changing the way the curve works. Prof. Slattery drew up a proposal, but ultimately his proposal failed. There is a lot of faculty resistance to changing the way the curve works. I bring this up to just let you know what has been going on.

Eric Marques: Can we get a hold of Slattery’s data?

Marcel Malfitano: I believe so. I will do my best to find it.

Fahad Siddiqui: Thank you. I think it will help bring in some student input into this. There is a large feeling of student powerlessness. I think it’s important to have an idea of student impressions before moving forward. 

Marcel Malfitano: Absolutely. It can be a tool to look at revisiting talks about marking schemes.

Fahad Siddiqui: Absolutely. I think it will be something that takes time, but it can be done fairly easily if it’s something that needs to be done. I will be happy to create a document that reviews our system.

Marcel Malfitano: Please go ahead. James and I can provide counterpoints as well.

Burton Taylor: I think it’s important to have an ongoing discussion about the grading profile. For example, what is the threshold for removing the curve for seminars?

Fahad Siddiqui: I think it’s important to get student impressions. 

Marcel Malfitano: I am very happy we had this meeting and that a vast majority of members were able to attend.

---------------------------------------MEETING ADJOURNED-------------------------------
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