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SC & L&L AGENDA

Wednesday, March 2, 2011
12:30pm, Room 204
SC Members Present: Cynthia Hill, Andrew Monkhouse, Sabrina Nardone, Brandin O’Connor, Burton Taylor & Laya Witty.
L&L Members Present:  Emma Duggan, Mark Freake, John Hammond, Joey Hoffman, Elena Iosef, Dave Meirovici, Divya Shahani & Rabjeet Wallia
1. Call to Order@ 12:30 pm
· Motion to approve the agenda: Rabjeet Wallia
· Seconded: Joey Hoffman & Divya Shahani

2. Dean’s Formal Tickets for Student Government  
· RABJEET - People are concerned with 2 issues: 
· Reserving tickets for Student Government.  
· Con:  It might prevent others who want to come from buying tickets.  Why should student reps have priority over others?
· Pro:  It's a way to ensure student government attendance and  a perk of being on student government.
· Cost to L&L 
· Con: It's expensive for L&L.  There are opportunity costs to the money.
· Pro:  It's a reward and a thank you to student reps. 
· Possible compromise position:  L&L pays for 50% of the face value of tickets. 
· It has come to his attention that some people want to have anonymous votes.
· JOEY – He does not like the idea of anonymous voting.  He prefers transparency. 
· RABJEET – SC's vote is a non-binding vote and L&L has a binding vote.  What he suggests is an L&L vote.  If there is wide disagreement, he suggests moving to an anonymous vote.
· DIVYA – How many spots are there left?    
· EMMA – In previous years there were 50 tickets leftover. Many 2nd years ended up attending through other means (for e.g. went as Obiter members).
· ANDREW – SC view – it's good to have a student leadership presence at Dean's Formal.   
· EMMA – For a second person, you have to wait the entire call to get another ticket.
· Two years ago, L&L and S&C tickets were fully paid for.  Last year, there was confusion as to what would happen.  It was addressed too late.  Those who hadn't purchased a ticket were out of luck– there were no tickets left to give to Student Caucus.   
Motion:  To set aside tickets for all members of L&L and SC. 

· Decision:  It passes unanimously.  

· RABJEET – This moves our discussion to Issue #2 – Cost. 
· Fully Covered ($85 per person – which is approximately $2,100 in total).
· ELENA – $85 is too much.   
· ANDREW – He has concerns with respect to the Dean's Formal being an open-bar. 
· LAYA – She thinks that, to an extent, tickets should be complimentary;  she thinks that there are good arguments for incentivizing student reps.  Half or full payment – she doesn't know about the breakdown of the costs.  In her charity experience, the Board usually gets the at-cost price or free tickets. Can we determine the costs? If we can't, she thinks that 50% make sense. 
· EMMA – She is concerned with Andrew’s argument about it being an open bar.   This is something that L&L is subsidizing for everyone.   There are tons of other costs.  The meal itself is $40+ and that extra money is going towards an incredible evening, decorations, etc. The fact that it's an open bar should not be determinative issue.  
· DAVE – SC & L&L – there is no honorarium.   There is no motivation for being on  SC.  Something should be covered.   He thinks it's a suitable reward for what we've done.  If it's half off, there are still some people who may not go.  He thinks that the full amount should be covered. 
· JOEY – He thinks that the argument about incentives is without merit.  People don't run for SC or L&L because they think they're going to get a free Dean's Formal ticket.  At the end of the day, we are voting on giving ourselves something. He feels uncomfortable with this idea.  Student reps chose to do this as an extracurricular just like other students chose to spent their time on other extracurricular activities.  He also feels uncomfortable with the idea that we're turning down clubs for money but yet we're prepared to pay ourselves.

· CYNTHIA – Members of SC at our own meeting voiced the idea that it's a privilege to be a student government rep and hence should not be given this perk.

· EMMA – Both SC and L&L were rewarded with a dinner last year. That came to $50 a head.  (Emma would much rather have had her DF's ticket subsidized.) We do A LOT of work and she doesn't think that this honorarium is unreasonable.  It's a full-time job and she doesn't think that $85 is unreasonable. 
· MARK – Often it's the case that the organizer of a conference has their ticket paid.   Most positions of this nature have some kind of honorarium.  Would money would run over in a general budget? On a point of principle, it's not that much. 
· RABJEET – We have enough money to cover this. It would come from L&L.

· BURTON – Let's consider a principled approach.  We receive certain perks (e.g. food at FC).  He might be more comfortable with budget.  Do we have an idea of what percentage this would represent of the total budget? 
· DIVYA – SC has not been subsidized in the past.  But let's make it clear that both L&L and SC should be given similar treatment. 
· RABJEET – There good arguments for and against giving DF tickets to student reps. 
· Option #1:  Fully pay. 
· Option #2:  Don't pay. 
· Option #3:  50% 
· Arguments against: It's a student privilege and we carry a lot of influence and we should be paying for it like everyone else. 
· Arguments for: Yes, it's an esteemed position.  But, he thinks that this is a huge commitment and this is a small thank you.  
Motion to a have a full amount covered by L&L   

· Moved by: Emma Duggan

· Seconded by: John Hammond
Motion passes:  

· L&L:  6 votes in favour;  2 votes opposed; 
· [SC – all members abstained.] 
· DAVE – Wants people to know about it.  Student life is being made better by student reps.  Dean’s Formal is the pinnacle of their hard work.  
· CYNTHIA – Tickets have been set aside: let's be open & transparent.  If someone inquires, we must be upfront with the rest of the student body and tell them that L&L and SC have received DF tickets at no cost.  
· RABJEET – He stresses the importance of being upfront with peers.  He, however, cautions that this is not going to be a stipend (i.e. you will not be given $85 if you don't plan on going).   
3. Committees Update 

Admissions Committee
· BRANDIN – This update concerns the Admissions Committee. Burton, Andrew & Brandin are all committee members. They brought forth the concerns from SC.     By way of background, admissions is done by three administrators:   Vicky Faclaris, Mya Bulwa, and Filomena Baldassarra.  
· The students had concerns about their role on the committee. What was their involvement and how could they make their voice heard? 
· BURTON – There were similar concerns that were voiced by faculty.  So, we ended up looking at problem files in small groups.  This was helpful.  It's one way for the administrators and faculty/students to understand each others' concerns. 
· On a going forward basis, there will be more student input.  We felt that we were able to recommend certain policy recommendations. 
· ANDREW – All in all, it's a positive development and more involvement.  
·  BRANDIN – It's not that they didn't want involvement because they have important institutional memory. 
· But there were files that we think we are able to help with (e.g. an unexplained F on a transcript or different hybrid/college program).  We were able to make suggestions on school-involvement.  For example, we were able to point out whether someone was involved in extra-curricular activities.  Ultimately, you want engagement at Osgoode.  The administrators made notes of all our comments and suggestions.  We feel good about increased student involvement on Admissions. 
Community Enhancement Forum 

· MARK – Family Feud is coming up.  It's going to take place next Thursday at the Underground.  There are 8 teams.  Thus far, he already has 4 complete teams: they're at half capacity already. There is one faculty team. He will send out an e-mail to the school in short order.  There are 2 teams reserved for individuals.  There is going to be an elimination round.  He will be seeking money from L&L.  It's partially funded by Osgoode.  
· There will be one more event regarding exam anxiety.  
4. Legal & Lit Update (Rabjeet Wallia)
· RABJEET – We're going to have an election soon. He suggests that people get transition reports ready. He also recommends that student reps encourage people to run. He stresses that we be honest about the workload and the time commitment.  The election might be run as early as Monday.  There might be a motion put forth to the student body about the existing Health & Dental Benefit Plan. 
· ELENA – Will there be an alternative?  
· RABJEET – He doesn't have an alternative or a clear option yet. There are several options that are being considered:  joining up with GSA, new provider, etc.

· DIVYA – When would this referendum  happen? 
· RABJEET – In conjunction with the election. 
· ANDREW – It is a referendum or plebiscite? 
· DIVYA – She is concerned about the current progress of negotiating a new Health and Dental Plan. This seems like a very onerous task for the incoming L&L crew. How much progress have we made?  
· RABJEET – The role will be undertaken by the new L&L crew and most of the work will be done by the President during the summer. 
· BURTON – Let's not forget that there is a lot at stake for students. This will be an important saving for students.  
· ANDREW – What will the wording be like in the referendum?  He suggests that care will have to be taken in the wording because the insurance company will likely contest the wording.  He strongly advises running the wording by the insurance provider.

· LAYA – Is someone getting legal advice?  
· RABJEET – He has a contact in the insurance industry and will be getting some expert advice. 
· DAVE – His concern is predominantly with the best case and worst case scenario.  If the absolute worst case scenario is that you have no coverage, then this ought to be communicated to the student body.   
· RABJEET – York is available but we are trying to get another plan. At this time, he doesn't think an option or alternative will be put to the student body.
· ELENA – Agrees with Dave regarding options and suggests mentioning that there is a general York plan in the event that we don't get a superior option.  She has a broader question. Why even spend all this time & money? 
· RABJEET – We're a very small voice in the general York community. If we do have our own plan, we have more say and more control. 
· BURTON – He also thinks that there needs to be independent advice.    
· RABJEET – It's a requirement that post-secondary institutions have health insurance but it doesn't have to be run by L&L.  
Dean's Formal 
· RABJEET – Planning is going well.  

Clubs & Funding 

· DAVE – We're in a transition phase and we are meeting with certain clubs regarding funding after the Synergy meeting adjourns.   

5. First Year Formal 

· ELENA – She is currently looking at different venues and she has gotten two very promising offers:
· [1] The Avenue Banquet on Steeles:  $25/head and it's a nice hall. 
· [2] There's another option that is $40. 
· They're mostly only available on the Friday of the Dean's Informal.  There is a lot of interest in Dean's Informal and having it on the same night as the Dean's Formal.  
· ANDREW – Have you looked into having it at York?  
· ELENA – No, York doesn't have respectable venues.   
· BURTON – It's a great event.  Might there be a formal or semi-formal for 2nd years?  
· ELENA – The next concern is DJs – it's looking like it will cost $800 +.    
· DAVE – There are some options in-house.  He has a couple of names to suggest. 
· ELENA – We still need a theme and we need to meet with the Dean.  There will be a formal presentation to L&L for money.    
6. Adjournment 
· Motion to adjourn: Rabjeet Wallia
· Seconded by: Cynthia Hill & Brandin O’Connor
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