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MINUTES
Wednesday, March 16, 2011
1:30pm, Room 207
Absent (with regrets): Mark Freake, Christina Lee-Chan, Preston MacNeil, Andrew Monkhouse, Rabjeet Wallia & Thomas Wilson
1. Call to Order@1:30 pm
2. Chair’s Remarks + Update from the Dean (Marlene Costa) 
· MARLENE – I spoke to the Dean about some of the issues and concerns we raised at our Feb 9 meeting.
· First was about Grades Review Committee – that was a concern brought to his attention by the faculty as well. 
· Second thing we brought to his attention was grade release at the end of the semester. He said he was surprised that Osgoode was the last law school to release its grades. We should be the average if not leading the way for that sort of thing. He has Associate Dean Gavigan looking into it.
· Also, I asked him to give me a brief update:
· On the building – construction is proceeding and the opening of the second floor space overlooking the main entrance is now done. 
· I also raised whether or not exams would be in the building. He raised that question with the project committee and received assurance that Osgoode students would be writing in the building. 
· DAN – What about people writing in the computer lab?
· MARLENE – They will still have to go there since we don’t have those facilities in the building.
· Dean Sossin also had a disclaimer – if an emergency arose, we would have to leave the building but he doesn’t foresee that.
· A partnership between Osgoode, UofT, and the LAWS group is moving forward – LAWS has received funding for an Osgoode coordinator who will work with students from groups like CLASP and coordinate throughout the community. They plan to have a workshop before the summer.
· Students will be able to apply the time spent on this initiative to OPIR hours.
· Ryerson exchange update – five students from Osgoode will be eligible to take Ryerson grad courses and five Ryerson students will be able to take courses here (a select group of Osgoode courses and only if there is room). No Osgoode student will be bumped as part of the exchange.
· Our proposed curricular reform and upper-year fall reading week were before Senate committees. They approved fall reading week but the process for curricular reform will take more time. Dean Sossin will update us on this.
· JON – With regard to the reading week, would they be approving it in principle?
· MARLENE – It was the same motion we voted on – so it was in principle. It is probably going to coincide with OCIs. 
· Grades Release – Dean Sossin spoke with Assistant Deans Bulwa & Bessner and Associate Dean Gavigan. They gathered info from other schools regarding grade release dates and are hoping to have clear benchmarks. 
· This past fall Assistant Dean Bulwa canvassed the Career Development Office to see if they would be able to meet the Jan 19 deadline for first year applications. The firms were willing to grant an extension to those schools who needed it.
· Of the twelve schools who responded, including Osgoode, six indicated they would need the extension but Osgoode was the only one who used it.
· A letter has been sent to Law Society asking to move deadlines for 1L applications to one week later. 
· Grade Appeals –Dean Sossin has also raised the issue of appeal deadlines with Associate Dean Gavigan – he will give us more information on that as it becomes available to him.
· Elections – Another item I wanted to bring up is elections. Hopefully Andrew will be sending out a call very soon. I would like to thank all of you for all your efforts this year. I am impressed with the quality of work on all levels. I do encourage all of you staying for next year to please run again because we do need institutional memory and you’ve done a great job so there is no one better to pass the torch to. 
3. Committees Report (Daniel Del Gobbo) 
Faculty Recruitment Committee
· DAN – Let’s start with faculty recruitment. The last Faculty Council meeting was cancelled because we had to hold a second Faculty Appointments Committee meeting. FAC is a committee of the entire full-time faculty and several JD students (as well as one grad student), which approves or disapproves the Faculty Recruitment Committee’s hiring recommendations.
· Three hires were approved for next year. The students were behind all three candidates. Their names will be released to the wider Osgoode community in the near future. 
Admissions Committee

· BRANDIN – We went over some admissions files in the last meeting. We were each paired with a professor and we were given specific files to talk about. We are going through another round now and we are going to meet on Monday. We are dealing with contentious files – for example, an F on a transcript or a college/university hybrid degree. We are also sitting on some interviews too.

· BURTON – It was a great experience and it showed the Admissions Committee really does consider everything. They look at the written submissions as well as extra-curriculars and grades. Moving forward, they wanted advice on how to go forward from here.

· MARLENE – It sounds like you have gotten more involved, which is good. Did you ask about process they follow before you get to the files as far as selecting candidates?
· BRANDIN – There are guidelines. They have thresholds. A lot of law schools are considering the GPA to be more indicative of success than the LSAT. To be fair, however, an A at some schools is not the same as an A at other schools but they don’t have any method of dealing with that yet.

· BURTON – My concern is that some people try to game the system – you can see this when looking at some files. People do token community work. There are correspondence degrees, etc. My opinion is that they should talk to UofT law about this grading issue. 

· BRANDIN – They accepted our suggestions. 

· MARLENE – That’s a good suggestion. They should get in touch with admissions at UofT law and see how they weigh grades from different schools.

· CYNTHIA – One suggestion is to track how well people do in law school relative to their undergrad grades and LSAT score. 

· BRANDIN – They did use to do this and they are going to try to do it again.

· BURTON – A minor corollary – there is a difference between different institutions but also difference between different programs. 

· BRANDIN – As long as they show a willingness (which they did) and they want us to participate – then we can make a difference. As long as they show good will, we shouldn’t tie them down to explain their process. 

· BURTON – I agree and it is important for us to have some idea of their approaches so we can express any concerns right now or moving forward. 

Food Services Advisory Group

· BURTON – This is our first meeting in a while. They gave us some provisional plans for food services on campus. Options will be similar to those in the TEL building – Asian cuisine, Pizza, soup, etc. 

· The hours are pretty good – 8 to 8 Mon to Thurs and 8-4 on Fridays. 

· The seating for food services will be open all the time. It is facing overlooking the pond. It is in the back of Osgoode. 

· We were asked to give feedback on the kinds of menus so we can raise concerns moving forward.

· There were discussions about coffee – there should be fair trade organic coffee. 

· At the last meeting back in March last year, concerns were raised about sustainability. We are going to have as much local food as possible, sustainable food such as cage-free eggs, etc. 

· BRANDIN – Who is the provider?

· BURTON – Aramark is the provider. When we met last March, we made the commitment to meet once a month or once every two months but we haven’t met for a year. So there is a commitment to meet more next year so we can raise concerns.

· MARLENE – I have a concern – there are no prices yet. They promised us the food would be affordable. 

· BURTON – We raised the same concern and they said the prices would be comparable to the prices in TEL. 

· As long as SC has that information beforehand – so that when we have the new building, this isn’t a surprise. There is a lot of ambiguity as to what the advisory body is but we will have votes on some things. 

· The faculty members were not pleased last March. They believed there would be more consultation. 

· Student Area will have microwaves and a tap that will always be available. 
Library Committee
· ANDREY – We have had scheduling problems. The only issue is about making the future library in Osgoode more accessible. 

· BURTON – I have a concern about the quality of chairs and length of tables. It makes it hard to study if chairs are wobbly or tables are too high. You can raise it through the Library Committee. 

· Chairs that don’t have good support – the choice they make now is going to affect students as far as ten to fifteen years from now. We should push this now. 

· MARLENE – Send them an email if you are not meeting with them and let them know our concerns. 

Senate Update
· ANDREY – Jan and Feb senate meetings: 
· January meeting wasn’t much related to Osgoode issues. 
· In February we had our Anti-Discrimination Intensive approved. We are still waiting for IP intensive to be approved by the Senate. It will probably go up to Senate in March. I haven’t seen anything about the upper-year Fall Reading Week approved by the senate as a whole. We passed the University Academic Plan, which has been discussed for a long time. Right now they are developing research centres. 

· BURTON – Fall Reading Week will be raised at the next senate meeting. 

4. Communications Update (Marcel Malfitano)
· MARCEL – No substantial update other than that we should release an article summarizing what SC has done this year – so please send me your thoughts on that. 
· Also, I would like to mention that the SC email inbox has not been very busy recently. Moving forward and into next year we should find a way to encourage people to make more use of us as a student resource and to send us their thoughts or contributions via email concerning any matters relating to student government. I am open on suggestions for how to do this. 
5. Legal & Lit Update (Rabjeet Wallia)
· MARLENE – RJ is meeting with Gallivan to continue discussions over the Health Plan. He will be able to update us on that later. 
· One important decision that has been made is that there will be no Spirit Wear this year due to financial constraints. Money is tied up in different places so it is not an issue of them not having money.
· The problem is that they have bills to pay with the Dean’s Formal this week and in order to meet their financial commitments they have to cut somewhere and so cutting Spirit Wear was the decision.

· A plan of the decisions has been drawn up and it will be handed out to next year’s representative in charge and so it will be ordered in September.

· A number of clubs have received money as well. 

· BURTON – Will there be a new drug and dental plan referendum? 

· MARLENE – It is too late for us to bring any kind of referendum. The York committee that approves referendums meets in the Fall and so we are too late in the process to do anything meaningful at this point. 
6. Adjournment 
· Motion to Adjourn
· Brought by: Burton Taylor
· Seconded by: Andrey Mazurkov
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