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MINUTES

Wednesday, March 24, 2009

12:30pm, Room 209

Absent: Jesse, Ori
1. Call to Order

2. Chair’s Remarks (Shaneka Shaw) 
· Met with Nancy Sperling – no notice given to the third year class for change of bar exams

· Shaneka emailed the person at BarAds to explain why that had happened but hasn’t heard back

· The reason for the change of date is that the G-Summit has taken over the city venues for the original exam dates

· SANFORD – meeting with Dean Li

· Wrapped up loose ends, and briefly discussed the audio recording policy as students still haven’t picked up the audio recording devices
· Next week is faculty committee appreciation lunch

· We will also be organizing an informal discussion with 1st year students about course selection

· This Sunday we have our joint social at Sultan’s Tent

3. Committees Report (Sarah Whitmore) 
· Next Wednesday at 12:30 p.m. is faculty committee appreciation lunch

· Curriculum Reform

· Committee has listed Objectives of an Osgoode Degree and students will have to pick a certain number of courses from each list

· Long term goal is to have this implemented 

· The point is to satisfy perceptions of what a legal education should include – also an anticipation of the Law School Admissions Report

· MARC – this also gives guidance to first year students 

· SANFORD – this is also to ensure experiential learning 

· MARCEL- Academic Policy Committee

· At the beginning of the year a subcommittee was struck to broaden the audio-recording policy

· A revised policy was released to the committee on Monday and instead of broadening the scope it restricts the instances when audio recording is allowed

· Winter 47% of staff time was devoted to audio recording

· New policy does not allow OCI recordings, no religious holidays, only compassionate grounds for direct family situations, only serious medical grounds

· There are no adjuncts on the subcommittee

· KEVIN – the subcommittee didn’t hear the student perspective

· ROB- Academic Policy Committee

· Slattery tried to introduce a new grading scheme to clarify marking and give instructors more discretion.

· The committee didn’t accept this proposal

· KEVIN- Academic Policy Committee

· Discussed exam conflicts with Mosher 

· She was not responsive to expanding the time allowed for exams

· DAN H. – be mindful that Mosher has to deal with a large number of stakeholders 

· RACHEL – the problem is that other constituencies seem to be represented in her mind more than others and students are not being heard

· KEVIN – the view that I see is the 

· DAN H. – OCEF 

· We will not be going ahead with live plants because they will die over the summer and workers won’t water them (outside realm of their contract)

· Photography contest was successful and we hope to repeat that initiative again next year 

· We got furniture into what is left of student space at Osgoode and microwaves in the upstairs

· Also the free coffee from the dean initiative has worked well

4. Communications Update (Marlene Costa) 

· last section of minutes sent to Stu Freen for updating the website

5. Legal & Lit Report (Sanford Murray) 
· There was a question of whether L&L and SC would have partial compensation for the Dean’s Formal

· Instead we will have a last dinner in recognition 

· We have renegotiated our relationship with student governments at York – at this point YFS Osgoode Director will not exist anymore

· We are paying a levy to the GSA so we will maintain that relationship instead of having two student government alliances 

· There will be a bylaw put to a vote at the next L& L meeting to create the election process for the new GSA rep. 

· BRENT – what are the financial ramifications of our partnership with the GSA?

· SANFORD - York requires all students to pay a levy to a York student organization. Osgoode students satisfy the requirement through L&L’s connections with the GSA

· We were over-levied for the last few years - $23 000 which is now owed to us, but that does not give us the rights of other members under the GSA – their members pay higher fees
6. Other business: Provostial White Paper (Brent Kettles) 

· New Provost Monahan has released a draft white paper with a vision for the university 

· Deadline is Thursday to make comments on the white paper so if anyone has comments to make please let Brent know 

· DAN H. – what do you feel the effects are on Osgoode?

· BRENT - It doesn’t really affect us, except some resource implications in the sense that if they want to build up other faculties where does the money come from? 
7. Other business: IT at Osgoode Committee (Marc Rodrigue) 

· Sam Wong  is buying pizza fro students, faculty and interested stakeholders to discuss IT at Osgoode

· He wants to run it in the summer so if there are any students here over the summer they are welcome to join

· There is a lot of potential there 

· SHANEKA – we can make that the mandate of the person on the IT committee next year

8. Adjournment  2:22 p.m.
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