Constitution Of the Student Caucus of Faculty Council

Article I – Objectives and Purposes of the Student Caucus of Faculty Council

The Student Caucus of Faculty Council of Osgoode Hall Law School, York University (hereinafter "Student Caucus"), acting in the best interests of the Students of Osgoode Hall Law School (hereinafter "The Law School") hereby expresses its intention to adhere to the following objectives and purposes:

· To promote the welfare and interests of the students of the Law School by representing student views at meetings of the Faculty Council of the Law School, and at meetings of Faculty Council Committees;

· To press for the enhancement of the quality of education and academic life in general at the Law School;

· To participate fully and actively in the Law School community by exercising all rights and responsibilities delegated or granted by the Law School or this Constitution;

· To safeguard the rights of individuals in the Community (present and future) from any and all forms of discrimination;

· To inform students of the Law School of the proceedings of Faculty Council;

· To stimulate student interest in the affairs of Faculty Council.

Article II – Definitions

In this Constitution:

1. "Faculty Council Committees" shall mean any Committee as defined and constituted by the Rules and Procedures of Faculty Council.

2. "Legal and Literary Society" shall mean and include every person registered as a student of the Law School.

3. "Quorum", for the purposes of Article V shall mean and include:

a. two (2) members composing the Executive Committee of the Student Caucus;

b. one (1) First Year Representative (after the first year representatives have been elected); and

c. three (3) other members of the Student Caucus.

4. "Special meeting" shall mean a meeting at which the quorum of voting members is comprised of at least fourteen (14). 

5. Student Caucus shall be comprised of the following members:

a. Four (4) members of the first year class, elected in accordance with Article VI(A).

b. Ten (10) members of the upper years, elected in accordance with Article VI from the following categories:

i. Five (5) members of the third year class; and

ii. Five (5) members of the second year class; or

iii. In the event there is an insufficient number of candidates elected for either category (i) or (ii) above, the unelected individual(s) with the next largest number of votes shall assume the position(s); and

iv. In the event that the number of first year sections changes, the upper year membership shall be adapted accordingly, with the total number of representatives from the three years remaining at 14.

c. Two (2) members of the Legal and Literary Society Executive, at least one of whom must be the President or Vice-President, at the discretion of the Executive of the Legal and Literary Society.

6. "Voting participant" shall mean:

a. All members of the Student Caucus; and

b. Any Committee member making oral representations to the Student Caucus with respect to the subject matter dealt with by the Committee of which they are a member.

Article III – Executive Committee of the Student Caucus

A. Composition

1. The Executive Committee of the Student Caucus (hereinafter "Executive Committee") shall consist of three members selected by and from those individuals elected to the Student Caucus in the spring of each academic year .The three offices shall be styled Chairperson, Committee Liaison Officer, and Communications Director;

2. No Member of the Executive of the Legal and Literary Society shall be a member of the Executive Committee, except for the Chairperson in his or her position as an Executive Member of the Legal and Literary Society.

B. Method of Election

1. Election of the Executive Committee shall be effected at a meeting attended by the newly elected Student Caucus members and shall be held within three weeks of the spring election of Student Caucus members; quorum shall be all newly elected members of the Student Caucus.

2. A separate vote sha1l be held at the meeting for each position on the Executive Committee.

3. Each member of the Executive shall be elected by a majority of those voting at the meeting referred in (B(1)) above. In the event that this constitutes an even number of voters the outgoing Chair shall have one vote. If the outgoing Chair is also a newly-elected member of the Student Caucus then the Chief Returning Officer has the discretion to find an equitable alternative.
4. The election of members to the Executive Committee shall be administered by the Chief Returning Officer with the assistance of any member(s) of the incumbent Executive Committee who is/are in their final year of study. Should no such individual be present to assist, any two elected members of the incumbent Student Caucus who are in their final year of study may preside over the election.
5. Votes shall be cast by closed ballot and the results of the vote tally shall not be disclosed by the administrators of the election unless all individuals consent thereto.
6. In the event that votes cast in an election do not produce a majority in favour of any one candidate, the single individual with the least votes shall be eliminated from the ballot. If there is a tie between two or more individuals for the least votes there shall be a run-off vote be1ween these people to determine which of them shall be eliminated from the ballot.

C. Powers and Duties: Executive Committee

The Executive (Committee shall exercise the following powers and duties:

1. Appointment of all student members to Faculty Council Committees in accordance with the following:

a. All appointments; to Faculty Council Committees shall be made by approval of a majority members of the Executive Committee at a meeting (or meetings) attended by all members of the Executive Committee
b. In its deliberations the Executive Committee shall take into consideration:
i. The applicant's demonstrated interest and qualifications; and
ii. Whether the applicant is an elected member of the Student Caucus.
2. Setting the agenda for all meetings of the Student Caucus.
3. Notifying all Members of the Student Caucus and all Student Members of Faculty Council Committees of their duties and responsibilities.

D. Powers and Duties: Officers of the Executive Committee

1. The Chairperson of the Executive Committee shall exercise the following powers and duties:
a. Chair all meetings of Student Caucus;
b. Serve as Vice-Chairperson of Faculty Council and as a member of the Agenda Committee, in accordance with the Rules and Procedures of Faculty Council;
c. Be responsible for convening all meetings of the Student Caucus;
d. Subject to Article VI(b)(3), supervise or arrange for the supervision and the administration of all elections to the Student Caucus, and of the following year's Executive Committee;
e. Sit as a voting member on the Legal and Literary Society Executive.
2. The Committee Liaison Officer (hereinafter "Committee Liaison") shall exercise the following powers and duties:
a. Be responsible for establishing open and effective lines communication between the Student Caucus and Committee Members by:
i. Causing Committee Members to be informed of the affairs and concerns of the Student Caucus; and
ii. Causing the Student Caucus to be informed of the affairs and concerns of the various Committees.
In so doing, the 'Committee Liaison may request the attendance of Committee Members at meetings of the Student Caucus.

b. Supervise the selection of Committee Members.
c. Chair the Student-Faculty Relations Committee.
d. Serve as Vice-Chairperson of the Student Caucus.
3. The Communications Director shall exercise the following powers and duties:
a. Inform all members of the Student Caucus and the student body at large of all meetings of the Student Caucus.
b. Maintain a record of the proceedings and discussions of all meetings of the Student Caucus.
c. Publish or cause to be published in the Obiter Dicta a regular report of the affairs of the Student Caucus and of Faculty Council.

Article IV – Committees

A. Method of Application

1. Any Member of the Legal and Literary Society is eligible for consideration for appointment to any Faculty Council Committee.
2. Each application for a position on a Faculty Council Committee shall be addressed in writing to the Committee Liaison who shall acknowledge receipt thereof in writing.
3. The final date for submission of all applications shall be marked by the close of the week of study following the election of members to the Student Caucus for the ensuing year of tenure.
4. Each applicant shall provide at least the following information concerning the applicant:
a. applicant's academic background;
b. previous relevant experience;
c. a personal statement, signed by the applicant, detailing reasons for applying for the particular position(s).

B. Method of Appointment

1. The provisions of Article III (C) apply mutatis mutandis.
2. Appointments made by the Executive Committee shall be ratified by a majority of votes at a meeting of the Student Caucus conducted in accordance with Article V.
3. The meeting referred to in (B(2)) above shall take place within one (1) week of the termination of the spring examination period, or, in exceptional circumstances in which there is no quorum at such time, the meeting shall take place within the first three (3) weeks of the commencement of the fall academic term.
4. No person shall sit as a member of more than one Faculty Council Committee at any given time, unless by unanimous consent of the Executive Committee.
5. With the exception of the Chairperson, in accordance with Article III(D)(I)(b), and notwithstanding clause (2) above, no member of the Executive Committee shall sit as a member of more than one Faculty Council Committee at any time, unless approval is granted by a vote of two-thirds of those attending a special meeting of the Student Caucus.
6. If, for any reason, a vacancy arise on any Committee during the year of tenure, the Executive Committee shall appoint a replacement within fourteen days (14), in accordance with Art1cle III(C)(I) and Article IV(A).
C. Duties of Student Members of Faculty Council Committees
1. Student Members of Faculty Council Committees shall perform at least the following duties:
a. Attend each meeting of the Committee to which they are appointed.
b. Receive such mandates as shall be communicated by the Student Caucus through the Committee Liaison and represent those mandates at meetings of the Committee;
c. Provide a written record of the proceedings of each meeting of the Committee to the Committee Liaison;
d. Where requested by the Committee Liaison, to make oral representations to the Student Caucus.
Article V – Meetings

A. Convening

1. The Chairperson shall convene a meeting of the Student Caucus within the first three (3) weeks of the commencement of each academic term, and thereafter within six (6) days prior to each meeting of the Faculty.
2. The Chairperson shall convene any additions meetings which s/he or a majority of the Executive Committee may deem necessary.
3. Notice of all meetings of the Student Caucus shall be given in a fair, reasonable and conspicuous manner to students of the Law School at least 72 hours prior to each meeting.

B. Conduct

1. Meetings of the Student Caucus shall be open to all members of the Legal and Literary Society.
2. The Chairperson shall conduct all meetings of the Student Caucus in accordance with Robert's Rules of Order Newly Revised.
3. A motion may be brought at any meeting of the Student Caucus by any Voting Participant, provided there is a quorum.
4. Student Members voting at meetings of the Faculty Council shall take into consideration the outcome of meetings of the Student Caucus.

Article VI – Elections

A. First Year Representatives

1. The Chairperson shall, prior to the first meeting of the Student Caucus in any year, ensure that representatives to the Student Caucus have been elected from each section of the first year class.
2. First Year members of the Student Caucus shall exercise the same duties and responsibilities as, and shall be considered in every respect, ordinary members of the Student Caucus.
3. In supervising the administration of the election of First Year Representatives the Chairperson shall:
a. Inform members of the first year class of the structure of Student Government at the Law School, the role of Student Representatives on Faculty Council, and the duties and responsibilities of First Year Representatives at meetings of the Student Caucus and Faculty Council.
b. Attend or cause a delegate to attend on each section of the fIrst year class to administer the election of a Representative.
4. First Year Representatives shall be elected by a vote of a majority of those in section voting.
5. Elections shall be conducted by a closed ballot.

B. Upper Year Representatives

1. A general election shall be held in the Spring of each year for the purpose of selecting ten (10) students to serve as Upper Year Representatives to the Student Caucus and Faculty Council in the following year.
2. A candidate in an election for a position on the Executive of the Legal and Literary Society shall not enter his/her name as a candidate in an election for a position on the Student Caucus in the same year.
3. The Spring Election shall be conducted in accordance with the rules and procedures enumerated in By-Laws II & III of the Constitution of the Legal and Literary Society of Osgoode Hall Law School.

4. In accordance with the profile in Article II(5)(b), Upper Year Representatives will be selected on the basis of the total number of votes they have individually obtained.

Article VII – Cessation of Duties

A. Student Members of Faculty Council Committees

1. Students may be relieved from their capacity as a Committee Member at the discretion of the Executive Committee.
2. The Executive Committee shall not exercise the discretion granted in (1) above, except by unanimous vote and for just cause.
3. In the event of a vacancy created by the removal of a Student Member from a Faculty Council Committee, such vacancy shall be filled within three (3) weeks, and have reference to the matters listed in Article III(C)(I).

B. Members of The Student Caucus

1. Members of the Executive Committee
(a) Members of the Executive Committee may be relieved from their duties in that capacity upon a two-thirds vote at a Special Meeting of the Student Caucus.
(b) Notwithstanding Article 11(4) a Special Meeting may proceed in the absence of the Member of the Student Caucus sought to be relieved, providing due notice, including the time and purpose of the Special Meeting, has been given to that individual.
(c) The relieving of a Member of the Executive Committee from their duties shall not affect their status as a Member of the Student Caucus.
(d) In the event that a vacancy is created by the removal of a Member from the Executive Committee, such vacancy shall be filled within two (2) weeks, in accordance with the general procedures enumerated in Article III(B).
2. Members of the Student Caucus (General)
(a) Any member of the Student Caucus may be relieved of their duties at the discretion of the Executive Committee if they have failed to attend any two (2) meetings of the Student Caucus which directly precede any meetings of the Faculty Council.
(b) The Executive Committee shall not exercise the discretion granted to it in this clause, except by unanimous vote.
(c) A decision by the Executive Committee under clause (b) above shall be effective on1y upon ratification by two-thirds of those in attendance at a meeting of the Student Caucus conducted in accordance with Article V.
(d) In the event that a vacancy is created by the removal of a Member from the Student Caucus, such vacancy shall be filled within three (3) weeks, in accordance with the general procedures enumerated in Article VI.
(e) Ex-officio members of the Student Caucus are not subject to the cessation provisions in this section.
Article VIII – Student Caucus Senate

1. Purpose of the Student Caucus Senate

(a) The purpose of the Student Caucus Senate is to forge links between current students and alumni.
(b) The role of tie Student Caucus Senate is advisory and collegial.

2. Members of the Student Caucus Senate

(a) (i) All members of the Student Caucus after their term of office and after their graduation shall automatically be appointed to the Student Caucus Senate.
(a) (ii) As of the adoption of this article all previous members of the Student


Caucus are retroactively appointed to the Student Caucus Senate.
(b) Any member of the Student Caucus removed from office at any time pursuant to Article VII are not members of the Student Caucus Senate.

Article IX – Amendment

1. Amendment to this Constitution may be proposed by a motion of two-thirds of voting participants at a mee1ting of the Student Caucus, or by a petition signed by not less than fifteen (15) percent of the members of the Legal and Literary Society.
2. Amendments which have been proposed as in (1) above must be posted on student bulletin boards in the Law School for at least ninety-six hours, excluding weekends and University Holidays prior to the Commencement of voting on the amendments. Notice of the amendments shall also be given to all members of the Society by additional reasonable means.
3. All such proposed amendments shall be ratified if voted upon by a minimum of thirty (30) percent of the regular members of the Society, and approved by two-thirds of the total votes cast.

Article X – By-Laws

1. Motions adopted by the Student Caucus may be designated as by-laws provided they do not infringe this Constitution.
2. To become a By-law, a Motion must be passed by a two-thirds majority of all Voting Members at a Student Caucus Meeting.
3. If adopted, a Motion designated as a by-law shall be recorded by number and date.
4. The Communications Director shall keep a current list of by-laws which shall be appended to the Constitution.
5. To repeal a by-law., a Motion to repeal must be passed by a two-thirds majority of all Voting Members of the Student Caucus.

