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Student Caucus of Faculty Council of Osgoode Hall Law School 

By-Law No. 1 – Procedures & Constitutional Clarifications

Approved unanimously, September 6, 2003.

Article I. Interpretation 

1.1 DEFINITIONS

In this By-Law terms shall have the meaning set out in the Constitution, except that;

(a) “Caucus” shall mean the Student Caucus of Faculty Council of Osgoode Hall Law School.

(b) “Constitution” shall mean the Constitution of Caucus.

(c) “External Committee” means any committee, advisory board, decision making body, investigatory group, commission, inquiry, or other such body that is not a Sub-committee of Caucus.

(d) “Executive” and “Executive Committee” shall mean the Executive Committee as defined in the Constitution.

(e) “initiative” shall have its meaning set out in section 4.06

(f) “member”, except where the context demands otherwise, means a member of the Caucus currently holding office and present at the meeting referred to.

(g) “Society” means the Legal & Literary Society of Osgoode Hall Law School.

(h) “student” shall mean current registered students of Osgoode Hall Law School.

(i) “Written” or “in writing” shall include communication via email, or any communication in alphanumeric characters capable of reproduction at the point of reception.

Article II. External Committees

2.1 APPOINTMENT

(a) In accordance with Article III(C) and Article IV(B) of the Constitution, in appointing members of Faculty Council Committees, the Executive Committee may give preference to students who are members of Caucus.

(b) The Caucus shall follow the same procedures of appointment for all External Committees, regardless of whether or not the External Committee is a committee of Faculty Council.

(c) The Executive Committee shall seek both input and selection of External Committee members from the Caucus where: 

(i) The External Committee is designated as a “Special Committee” of any body; 

(ii) The External Committee is of overwhelming importance; or

(iii) The Executive otherwise feels such a process would be useful.

(d) For the purposes of Article IV(B) of the Constitution, no person shall be considered a member of an External Committee (the “First Committee”), and for that reason excluded from membership on another External Committee where: 

(i) The First Committee is defunct, or there is no reasonable likelihood of the First Committee meeting during the term of appointment;

(ii) The role of said person on the First Committee is non-voting or otherwise marginal; or

(iii) The person is to serve as an “alternate” on the First Committee.

2.2 REPORTING

(a) All student members of External Committees shall report in writing to the Vice-Chair and Committees Liaison Officer before and after each meeting of the External Committee, and whenever direction is needed or information is released relating to the business of the External Committee.

(b) Student members of External Committees where there is more than one student member may jointly agree to designate one student member of said External Committee as the member responsible for making reports to the Vice-Chair and Committees Liaison Officer.

(c) Student members of External Committees may be asked to report in person to the Caucus, and if so asked they shall make every reasonable attempt to attend the designated meeting of the Caucus.

(d) Student members of External Committees may be asked to confer in person with one or more members of the Executive, and if so asked they shall make every reasonable attempt to schedule and attend such a conference.

2.3 MEETINGS

(a) Student members of External Committees shall make every reasonable effort to attend:

(i) All meetings of the External Committee;

(ii) All meetings of the Caucus, when so requested by the Caucus or a member of the Executive; and

(iii) All meetings of Faculty Council when an issue dealt with in the External Committee will be referred to the Council.

(b) The Executive Committee may exercise its power to remove members from External Committees under Article VII(A) for persistent failure to comply with 2.03(a).

Article III. [Repealed].

Article IV. Initiatives

4.1 Any member of Caucus may apply to the Caucus for approval and support for an initiative.

4.2 The Caucus may vote to approve and support an initiative by majority vote.

4.3 A vote to approve and support an initiative in accordance with 4.02 shall oblige the Student Caucus to help in providing human resources, lobbying efforts, and other assistance with respect to the initiative.

4.4 The Caucus may designate any person(s), one of whom must be the bringer of the motion for approval and support, to guide the initiative (the “Point Person”).

4.5 The initiative Point Person shall report regularly to Caucus on the current status and next steps for the initiative.

4.6 An “initiative” shall include any and all activities engaged in by one or more members of the Caucus intended to better the life of the regular members of the Society, that:

(a) is not within the jurisdiction of Faculty Council; and

(b) is not at present being organized by the Legal & Literary Society or a club supported by the Society;

4.7 An initiative may not be operated on an ongoing basis by the Caucus, but rather must:

(a) Be operated by the Legal & Literary Society;

(b) Be operated by the administration of the school or the university;

(c) Be operated by some third party; or

(d) Not continue operation after the end of the term in which the vote to approve and support was made.

Article V. Sub-Committees

5.1 The Caucus may decide by majority vote to create one or more internal committees, (hereinafter “Sub-Committee”) to review any issue that requires in depth consideration, or consideration beyond the current term of the Caucus.

5.2 The membership of the Sub-Committee may include any student, which student need not be a member of Caucus, but no Sub-Committee shall be properly constituted without at least two members of the Student Caucus, one of whom shall serve as Chair.

5.3 No faculty member, administrator, alumnus, student of another school, or other individual may be a member of a Sub-Committee.

5.4 Meetings of Sub-Committees shall be conducted in accordance with Roberts Rules of Order Newly Revised. 

5.5 Any member may bring a motion to create a Sub-Committee.

5.6 Unless Caucus provides otherwise, quorum for a Sub-Committee meeting shall be fifty percent (50%) of the members of the Sub-Committee. 

5.7 Unless Caucus provides otherwise, all members of the Sub-committee shall have the right to vote.

5.8 Unless Caucus provides otherwise, the membership and chair of the Committee shall be determined by majority vote of the Executive Committee.

5.9 The Executive Committee shall be considered to be a Sub-Committee, except that where there is a discrepancy between these by-laws and the Constitutional provisions relating to the Executive Committee, the Constitutional provisions shall prevail.

Article VI. Working Groups

6.1 The Executive Committee may designate any combination of individuals as a “Student Caucus Working Group” to develop a specific proposal to be brought at Faculty Council or any other External Committee.

6.2 The members designated by the Executive Committee may include any members of the faculty, administration, or other community members, but must include not less than one member of the Caucus, who shall serve as Chair.

6.3 The Chair of a Working Group will report directly to the Executive Committee with its recommendation.

6.4 The recommendation so submitted may be amended in any way by the the Caucus, and must be submitted to the Caucus for consideration and approval before being brought to any External Committee or to Faculty Council.

Article VII. Communications & Publications

7.1 Any member of the Executive may make a statement on behalf of Caucus where the statement made clearly and unquestionably reflects the will of Caucus.

7.2 Where there is a question as to a public statement that needs to be made, the statement shall be submitted to the Caucus either at a meeting or via email for its consideration before it is circulated to the rest of the community.

7.3 The Communications Officer shall be responsible for communicating with the student body via email, the Caucus website, the Obiter Dicta, bulleting boards in the Legal & Literary Society office, and through other forms of communication.

7.4 Where the Caucus has adopted a formal policy or By-Law, to which it is bound, the form in which said policy is to be published shall be circulated to the Caucus not less than two working days prior to its publication.

Article VIII. In Camera Meetings

8.1 The Student Caucus may choose to hold all or part of any Caucus meeting, or any meeting of any sub-committee in camera.

8.2 A meeting held in camera shall be held behind closed doors, without public minutes taken, and without guests present.

8.3 Notwithstanding the provisions of section 8.02, the Caucus may invite any individual or group to address the caucus within an in camera meeting, provided said individual agrees to abide by this Article.

8.4 No person present at an in camera meeting shall repeat any of what was discussed within the in camera meeting to any individual not present at said meeting, except to communicate a decision in accordance with the directions of the Caucus.

8.5 Any person who violates section 8.04 shall report to the Caucus as a whole, which may impose discipline as it sees fit, including but not limited to demotion, censure, suspension, or removal.

Student Caucus of Faculty Council of Osgoode Hall Law School

By-Law No. 2 – Planning Documents
Approved unanimously September 6, 2003.

Explanation

The purpose of this By-Law is to facilitate the creation and approval of a strategic planning document (the “Document”) for submission to external bodies and individuals. It will ensure that each recommendation or point of import be approved and supported by a majority of the Student Caucus (the “Caucus”), without requiring a majority vote on the document as a whole. The purpose of this is to avoid deadlock in the creation of a Document. Notwithstanding this By-Law the Caucus shall at all times seek to build consensus and to address all student perspectives in the creation of the Document.

1. Upon a unanimous vote of the Executive Committee, the Chair and/or a designee may draft and submit to the Caucus a Document, which s/he shall designate as a Planning Document subject to this By-Law.

2. Upon receipt of the Document, the Caucus may, by majority vote, elect to:

a) approve and endorse the Document in entirety, whereupon the Document shall become a Final Document;

b) reject the Document in entirety; or

c) accept the Document as a draft for review (hereinafter a “Draft Document”)

3. Upon acceptance of a Draft Document, each aspect, item, recommendation, or section of the Draft Document (hereinafter an “Item”) shall be considered, and the Caucus may by majority vote elect to:

a) accept and endorse the Item in entirety;

b) reject part or all of the Item; or

c) amend any part or all of the Item, provided the amendments to said Item remain germane to the Item.

4. Upon completion of the review described in Section 3, above, the Student Caucus may by majority vote elect to add any Item to the Draft Document.

5. Upon completion of the review described in Section 3, above, and the addition of Items, if any, described in Section 4, above, the Draft Document shall become a Final Document.

6. A Final Document shall be considered an approved and binding resolution of the Student Caucus, which shall have the effect as if it had been approved by majority vote, except that it may only be amended by a two-thirds vote of the Student Caucus.

7. A final document, if endorsed by a two-thirds vote of the Student Caucus, shall have the same effect as a motion endorsed by a two-thirds majority of Student Caucus.

Student Caucus of Faculty Council of Osgoode Hall Law School 

By-Law No. 3 –Senate Appointments
Approved unanimously September 7, 2003.

1. Osgoode students to serve on the Senate of York University [hereinafter “Senators”] shall be elected in accordance with the policies of the York Senate. Specifically:

2. Senators shall be directly elected by all regular members of the Legal & Literary Society, during the regular spring election, as overseen by the Chief Electoral Officer.

3. Students wishing to run for Senate must reasonably expect to be registered as students of Osgoode Hall for two full academic years after the election.

4. One Senator shall be elected in each academic year, for a two year term. Senators shall commence their term on July 1st, and shall serve for two years as a Senator

5. Senators shall report regularly to the Student Caucus, shall inform Student Caucus of any and all relevant business of Senate, and shall consult with the Student Caucus as to the perspective of Osgoode students on issues dealt with by Senate.

6. Senators may:

a. Serve on the executive of the Student Senators Caucus;

b. Serve on Standing or Special Committees of the York Senate, or any other body to which the Senate or the Student Senators Caucus appoints members;

c. Serve on Standing and Special Committees of the Faculty Council of Osgoode Hall Law School, or any other body to which the Legal & Literary Society or Student Caucus appoint members;

d. Serve as members of the Student Caucus.

e. Serve as an Executive Member of the Legal & Literary Society.

7. Senators shall be subject to all the requirements and obligations of students appointed as External Committee members under the Student Caucus Constitution and By-Laws, except to the extent of any difference between this By-Law and the Constitution and By-Laws of the Student Caucus relating to External Committee members generally.

8. This motion shall take effect for Senators elected to serve terms commencing July 1st, 2004.

9. For July 1st, 2004 to July 1st, 2005, the Chair of Student Caucus shall serve as one of Osgoode’s Senators.

Student Caucus of Faculty Council

Osgoode Hall Law School

By-Law No. 4

Elections, Campaigning & Transition
Approved unanimously January 7, 2004.

Article 1 -  Interpretation & Governing Provisions

1.01. This By-Law will be interpreted in accordance with and in conjunction with the Constitution of the Student Caucus of Faculty Council (the “Constitution”), and with any and all other By-Laws of the Student Caucus.

1.02. This By-Law remedies an inconsistency between the Constitution and the Constitution of the Legal & Literary Society (the “Legal & Lit Constitution”), whereby the Constitution looks to certain By-Laws of the Legal & Literary Society that are no longer in force, and does not account for campaigning, transition or other similar issues in the operation of Student Caucus elections.

1.03. For convenience, this By-Law seeks to set out a summary of the process of elections to the Student Caucus and Senate, due to the complexity of the documentation regarding these matters. Parts of these elections, however, are more accurately or appropriately governed by other provisions of the Constitution or related documents. Accordingly, the relevant provisions set out below in Section 1.04 will prevail to the extent of any inconsistency with this By-Law. 

1.04. Elections shall be conducted by the following officers and in accordance with the following documents:

(a) Nominations for election to the Student Caucus shall be conducted by the Electoral Commission in accordance with Article XVII of the Legal & Lit Constitution, and in accordance with this By-Law.

(b) Spring Elections of the Student Caucus shall be conducted by the Electoral Commission, in accordance with Article XVIII of the Legal & Lit Constitution and Article VI(B) of the Constitution, and in accordance with this By-Law.

(c) Elections of the First Year representatives to Student Caucus shall be conducted by the Chair of Student Caucus with the assistance of the Electoral Commission, in accordance with Article VI(A) of the Constitution and in accordance with this By-Law.

(d) Elections of Student Senators shall be conducted as part of the Spring Election by the Electoral Commission in accordance with Article XVIII of the Legal & Lit Constitution and By-Law No. 3 of the Student Caucus, and in accordance with this By-Law.

(e) Elections of the Student Caucus Executive shall be conducted by the Electoral Commission and the Chair of Student Caucus (except as otherwise provided herein), in accordance with Article III(B) of the Constitution and in accordance with this By-Law.

1.05. In this By-Law:

(a) “Campaign” shall have its ordinary meaning, and whether or not an activity constitutes campaigning shall be determined by the Presiding Officer, but the mere act of discussing in a private communication the intention to run for office, and the reasons therefore, shall not normally be construed as campaigning unless the circumstances demand otherwise;

(b) “Day” shall mean any day, be it weekend, holiday, or weekday, but excluding days during any scheduled break of classes of the law school;

(c) “School Day” shall mean any day on which regularly scheduled classes are to be held; and

(d) “Student” shall mean a student currently registered in the LL.B. program of Osgoode Hall Law School.

Article 2 -  Officers of the Elections

2.01. Definition of Presiding Officers
(a) The “Electoral Commission”, where referred to in this By-Law, shall mean that commission established by Article XVI of the Legal & Lit Constitution or otherwise continued.

(b) The “Chief Electoral Officer” where used in this By-Law shall mean the Chief Electoral Officer of the Electoral Commission, and shall also serve as Chief Returning Officer where required by the Constitution.

(c) The “Chair of Student Caucus”, where conducting or otherwise acting as an officer of an election shall mean the current or outgoing Chair of Student Caucus, not the incoming Chair of Student Caucus.

(d) The officer conducting the election as set out above in Section 1.04 (either the Chief Electoral Officer or the Chair of the Student Caucus), shall hereinafter be referred to as the “Presiding Officer”. Where the Electoral Commission is conducting an election, the Chief Electoral Officer shall be the Presiding Officer.

(e) Officers assisting the Presiding Officer but not conducting the election (either the Chief Electoral Officer or Deputy Electoral Officers accordingly) shall hereinafter be referred to as the “Deputy Officers”.

2.02. Powers of Officers
(a) The Presiding Officer shall have complete discretion to make any determination relating to the interpretation or implementation of this By-Law and the rules set out herein, and no appeal shall lie from such a decision, except with respect to the final results of an election as set out below.

(b) The Presiding Officer shall cast the deciding vote in any election that would otherwise result in a tie.

(c) In the absence of the Presiding Officer, the Deputy Officers shall exercise the full discretion and powers of the Presiding Officer.

2.03. Duties of Officers
(a) The Presiding Officer shall:

i) Refrain from voting in the election, except as required to end a draw, and refrain from taking any public position on the candidates or on candidates that may be involved in an election;

ii) Publicize the election and ensure that there are sufficient candidates to fill each available position, and, wherever possible, to contest each available position;

iii) Ensure all candidates are aware of the rules;

iv) Call and conduct the election, supervise campaigning, and co-ordinate speeches; 

v) Appoint Deputy Officers as required;

vi) As quickly as possible, make a written ruling on any complaint submitted; and

vii) Do all such other things as necessary to ensure the fair and efficient conduct of the election.

(b) The Deputy Officers shall:

i) Refrain from taking any public position on the candidates or on candidates that may be involved in an election;

ii) Do such things as requested of them by the Presiding Officer; and

iii) In the absence of the Presiding Officer, make a reasonable attempt to contact the Presiding Officer for direction, and if no such direction is available, exercise any power and fulfill all duties of the Presiding Officer hereunder.

Article 3 -  Amendment of the Rules

3.01. This By-Law may be amended as a regular By-Law by a two-thirds majority vote of the Student Caucus except that no amendment to this By-Law or to any other By-Law dealing with elected positions shall affect elections to take place within one (1) month of the amendment, or having already taken place before the amendment, unless that amendment is passed with the unanimous support of the Student Caucus and the Electoral Commission.

3.02. Nothing in this provision shall affect the validity of these rules with respect to elections to be held in the Spring, 2004.

Article 4 -  Spring Elections (Including Student Senators)
4.01. Presiding Officer – The Chief Electoral Officer of the Electoral Commission shall preside over the Spring Election.

4.02. Date of Election – The dates of polling for the Spring Election shall be set by the outgoing Executive of the Legal & Literary Society in accordance with the Legal & Lit Constitution, but shall not be later than March 24 in any given year.

4.03. Nomination – Nomination forms for the Spring Election shall be made available at least seven (7) days prior to the closing of nominations, shall be affirmed by at least ten (10) students, shall include a written consent by the candidate to the nomination, and shall remain confidential until the nomination period has passed. Student Senators may only be nominated if they meet the qualifications set out in Student Caucus By-Law No. 3.

4.04. Campaign Time – At least five (5) school days shall be provided for campaigning after the originally scheduled close of nominations.

4.05. Insufficient Candidates – In the event that insufficient candidates have been nominated to fill any particular position, the Presiding Officer, may, at her sole discretion, extend the deadline for nominations for that particular position for a further forty-eight (48) hours.

4.06. Notice of Timing – Notice of the schedule for nominations, campaigning, and polling shall be communicated to students via email by the Electoral Commission as soon as practicable, but in any event wherever possible at least seven (7) days prior to the opening of nominations.

4.07. Poll Operation – Balloting and polling will be conducted by the Electoral Commission, with secret ballots administered to each eligible student seeking to vote, with eligibility being confirmed by the Electoral Commission and voting being noted on an official list.

4.08. Scrutineers – Each candidate may designate in writing before the polls open one (1) scrutineer, who may enter, leave, or remain in a polling station, and may attend the counting of ballots.

4.09. Voting – Students may vote as follows:

(a) Third Year students may cast one (1) vote for Student Senator;

(b) Second Year students may cast up to five (5) votes for Third Year Representatives and one (1) vote for Student Senator; and

(c) First Year students may cast up to five (5) votes for Second Year Representatives and one (1) vote for Student Senator.

(d) Students in joint programs or on extended time shall cast votes as follows:

i) If they are in their final year at the law school (such as in the fourth year of a four year program), they may cast one (1) vote for Student Senator;

ii) If they are in their second to last year at the law school (such as in the third year of a four year program), they may cast up to five (5) votes for Third Year Representatives and one (1) vote for Student Senator; and

iii) If they are in any year other than as described in Section 4.09(d)(i) and 4.09(d)(ii), they may cast up to five (5) votes for Second Year Representatives and one (1) vote for Student Senator.

4.010. Counting of Votes – Counting of votes shall be conducted in secrecy by the Electoral Commission, with access restricted to scrutineers and members of the Electoral Commission.

4.011. Recounts – A recount shall be taken:

(a)  Automatically if the outcome of election is within ten (10) votes;

(b) At the request of a candidate or scrutineer, if the outcome of the election is within twenty-five (25) votes; or

(c) At the discretion of the Electoral Commission.

4.012. Appeal – The results of an election may be nullified by a two-thirds majority vote of the outgoing Student Caucus, if and only if it appears that serious irregularities in voting procedure may have affected the outcome, and wherever possible such nullification should not take place without the support of the Chief Electoral Officer. 

4.013. Announcement of Results – Results of the vote shall be announced by the Electoral Commission via email, excluding the total number of votes received by each candidate. An announcement shall only be made once all recounts have been exhausted, and shall serve also as certification by the Electoral Commission of the Results.

4.014. Campaigning Restrictions –Students running for Second, or Third Year Representative or for Student Senator shall: 

(a) Campaign only in periods designated by the Electoral Commission, and specifically avoid campaigning before or during the Nomination Period, or during polling;

(b) Campaign only in areas designated by the Electoral Commissions, and specifically avoid campaigning in classes or during other academic activities;

(c) Spend no more than $40 in the course of their campaign, including with respect to materials received in kind, except in the case of Student Senators, who shall spend no more than $60 in the course of their campaign, including with respect to materials received in kind;

(d) Submit a complete statement of expenses and all receipts for expenditures to the Electoral Commission not later than the first day of polling;

(e) Avoid the creation or circulation of materials that:

i) Defame or slander any other candidate; or

ii) Contain discriminatory remarks;

(f) Produce posters or flyers only in accordance with rules provided by the Electoral Commission;

(g) [Repealed].

(h) If in doubt as to the suitability of a material for distribution, seek an advance ruling from the Electoral Commission;

(i) In all other respects adhere to any and all regulations set out by the Electoral Commission.

4.015. Speeches – The Electoral Commission shall, on a date shortly before polling begins, conduct speeches concurrently with speeches for the Legal & Literary Society, in accordance with the following guidelines:

(a) Each duly nominated candidate for each position shall be given a pre-arranged amount of time to speak, ideally three minutes, but less if a lesser time is necessary in the sole determination of the Chief Electoral Officer;

(b) Candidates for each position shall speak in an order to be determined by the Chief Electoral Officer by random draw;

(c) Questions may be asked of candidates at the close of all speeches, and the Chief Electoral Officer shall ensure that every candidate has an opportunity to respond to each question.

Article 5 -  First Year Elections
5.01. Presiding Officer – The Chair of the Student Caucus shall preside over the First Year Election, with the assistance of the Electoral Commission, and volunteer members of the Student Caucus.

5.02. Date of Election – The date of polling for the First Year Election shall be set by the Chair of the Student Caucus no later than August 29 of any given year, but shall not be later than September 31.

5.03. Nomination – Nomination forms for the First Year Election shall be made available by the Electoral Commission on a date to be determined after Orientation Week and at least seven (7) days prior to the closing of nominations, shall be affirmed by at least ten (10) students, shall include a written consent by the candidate to the nomination, and shall remain confidential until the nomination period has passed.

5.04. Campaign Time – No time shall be provided for campaigning.

5.05. Insufficient Candidates – In the event that insufficient candidates have been nominated to fill the position of any particular section’s representative, the Presiding Officer, may, at her sole discretion, extend the deadline for nominations for that section for a further forty-eight (48) hours.

5.06. Notice of Timing – Notice of all nomination and polling schedules shall be communicated to students via email by the Electoral Commission as soon as practicable.

5.07. Poll Operation – Balloting and polling will be conducted by volunteers of the Student Caucus, with secret ballots administered in class to each eligible student seeking to vote. 

5.08. Scrutineers – No scrutineers shall be allowed.

5.09. Voting – Each student registered in at least two (2) classes with that section in the first semester shall be allowed one (1) vote for the position of first year representative.

5.010. Counting of Votes – Counting of votes shall be conducted in secrecy by the Presiding and Deputy Officers.

5.011. Majority Votes – Successful candidates of the election must win by majority vote. In the event that no candidate wins by a majority vote, a second vote shall be held between the two candidates who received the most votes.

5.012. Recounts – A recount shall be taken:

(a) Automatically if the outcome of election is within ten (10) votes; or

(b) At the discretion of the Chair of Student Caucus.

5.013. Appeal – The results of an election may be nullified by a two-thirds majority vote of the Student Caucus, if and only if it appears that serious irregularities in voting procedure may have affected the outcome. 

5.014. Announcement of Results – Results of the vote shall be announced by the Electoral Commission via email, excluding the total number of votes received by each candidate. An emailed announcement shall serve also as certification of the results. If time allows, an announcement may also be made in class.

5.015. Campaigning Restrictions – Students running for First Year Representative may not distribute materials or expend funds in campaigning.

5.016. Speeches – Each duly nominated candidate for each position shall be given a pre-arranged amount of time to speak, ideally three minutes, but less if a lesser time is necessary in the sole determination of the Chair of Student Caucus. They shall speak in an order to be determined by the Chair of the Student Caucus by random draw. No questions may be asked at the end of speeches.

Article 6 -  Student Caucus Executive Elections
6.01. Presiding Officer – The Chief Electoral Officer and outgoing Chair of Student Caucus shall preside over the Executive Election. In the event that the Chair of the Student Caucus is not available, or is a member of the newly elected Student Caucus, the role of Presiding Officer shall be filled (in order) by one of the following substitutes:

(a) The outgoing Vice-Chair of Student Caucus;

(b) The outgoing Communications Officer;

(c) The outgoing President of the Legal & Literary Society;

(d) The outgoing representative with the longest time served on Student Caucus;

(e) An outgoing representative designated by the Chief Electoral Officer.

6.02. Division of Responsibility – For greater certainty, the role of the Chair of Student Caucus (or substitute) in serving as presiding officer shall be to convene the meeting and preside thereover, including to rule on any points of order, and do anything that requires specialized knowledge of the operations of the Student Caucus. The role of the Chief Electoral Officer shall be to ensure the fairness of the nomination and voting process. In the event of a dispute between the two presiding officers relating to the fairness of the nomination or voting process, the Chief Electoral Officer shall prevail.

6.03. Date of Election – Upon the announcement of the results of the Spring Election, the Chair of Student Caucus shall immediately call a meeting of all members of the incoming Student Caucus for the purpose of electing the executive, at a time likely to be convenient for the preponderance of members of the Student Caucus, not later than three weeks after the end of the Spring Election.

6.04. Order of Meeting – Until the completion of voting, the Presiding Officers shall preside over the meeting, which shall be open to all members of the public, and which shall usually unfold in the following order (but the failure to unfold precisely as follows shall not invalidate the results, provided that unsuccessful candidates for Chair were able to be nominated for Vice-Chair, and so forth):

(a) The Presiding Officers shall announce the positions, and explain what each position entails, or invite another individual to explain what each position entails;

(b) The Presiding Officers shall call for nominations for the position of Chair;

(c) The Presiding Officers shall allow speeches for the position of Chair:

(d) The candidates for Chair shall leave the room;

(e) The Presiding Officers shall call a vote for the position of Chair;

(f) The Presiding Officers shall count the votes for the position of Chair;

(g) The Presiding Officers shall announce the results of the position of Chair:

(h) The Presiding Officers shall call for nominations for the position of Vice-Chair;

(i) The Presiding Officers shall allow speeches for the position of Vice-Chair:

(j) The candidates for Vice-Chair shall leave the room;

(k) The Presiding Officers shall call a vote for the position of Vice-Chair;

(l) The Presiding Officers shall count the votes for the position of Vice-Chair;

(m) The Presiding Officers shall announce the results of the position of Vice-Chair:

(n) The Presiding Officers shall call for nominations for the position of Communications Officer;

(o) The Presiding Officers shall allow speeches for the position of Communications Officer:

(p) The candidates for Communications Officer shall leave the room;

(q) The Presiding Officers shall call a vote for the position of Communications Officer;

(r) The Presiding Officers shall count the votes for the position of Communications Officer;

(s) The Presiding Officers shall announce the results of the position of Communications Officer;

(t) The Presiding Officers shall relinquish the Chair to the incoming Chair.

(u) The incoming Chair may, at her discretion, call for nominations and elections for the chairship of Standing Committees, or conduct any other business she deems necessary.

6.05. Nomination – Nomination for executive positions of the Student Caucus may done by voice, shall not require a seconder, and self-nominations shall be allowed.

6.06. Campaign Time – No time shall be provided for campaigning.

6.07. Insufficient Candidates – In the event that insufficient candidates have been nominated to fill any particular position, the Presiding Officers may, at their sole discretion, nominate a newly elected member of the Student Caucus for the position.

6.08. Poll Operation – Balloting and polling will be conducted by the Presiding Officers, with secret ballots administered to each newly elected member of the Student Caucus. 

6.09. Scrutineers – No scrutineers shall be allowed.

6.010. Voting – Each newly elected member of the Student Caucus will be permitted one (1) vote per position, except that students nominated for that position shall be asked to leave prior to voting, and shall be deemed to vote for themselves.

6.011. Counting of Votes – Counting of votes shall be conducted in secrecy by the Presiding Officers.

6.012. Majority Votes – Successful candidates of the election must win by majority vote. In the event that no candidate wins by a majority vote, a second vote shall be held of the two candidates who received the most votes.

6.013. Recounts – A recount shall be taken:

(a)  Automatically if the outcome of election is within two (2) votes; or

(b) At the discretion of either of the Presiding Officers.

6.014. Appeal – The results of an election may be nullified by unanimous agreement of the Presiding Officers, if and only if it appears that serious irregularities in voting procedure may have affected the outcome. 

6.015. Announcement of Results – Results of the vote shall be announced by the Presiding Officers by voice and via email, excluding the total number of votes received by each candidate unless the disclosure of said results is consented to by all parties. An announcement shall serve also as certification of the results.

6.016. Campaigning Restrictions –Students running for executive positions may not distribute materials or expend funds in campaigning, but may send one (1) email to the newly elected members of the Student Caucus indicating their intention and reasons for running, and may discuss their candidacy with newly elected members of the Student Caucus.

6.017. Speeches – Each duly nominated candidate for each position shall be given three (3) minutes to speak, and shall speak in an order to be determined by the Presiding Officers by preference of the candidates, or in the candidates preferences differ, then by random draw. No questions may be asked at the end of speeches.

Article 7 -  Transitional Provisions
7.01. Transfer of Executive Committee – Within one week of the end of Executive Elections:

(a) The outgoing Chair shall send an email to the Dean, the Associate Dean, the Assistant Dean (Student Services), the Executive Officer, the Chair of Faculty Council, the Secretary of Faculty Council and such other parties as may be relevant, including, if appropriate, the student body, notifying them of the name of the incoming Chair and/or Executive.

(b) The incoming Chair shall send a letter to those same parties notifying them of the new composition of the executive, and of the names of all members of the Student Caucus for the following year.

(c) The incoming Chair shall convene a meeting of all members of both the incoming and outgoing Executive Committee to facilitate transition.

(d) The outgoing Vice-Chair shall send an email to each Committee Chair, and to all members of any committee chaired ex officio by the Vice-Chair, notifying them of the name of the new Vice-Chair.

(e) The incoming Vice-Chair shall send an email to all members of any committee chaired ex officio by a student, notifying them of the new Chair of their committees.

(f) The incoming Vice-Chair shall, in conjunction with the Executive Committee, seek the Faculty Council committee preferences of members of Student Caucus, and make appointments of same.

(g) The outgoing Communications Officer shall ensure that minutes of the most recent meeting are available for approval upon the incoming Chair taking the Chair at the end of Executive Elections.

(h) The outgoing Communications Officer shall send an email to the Obiter Dicta and such other parties as may be relevant indicating the new Communications Officer.

(i) The incoming Communications Officer shall ensure the names of the new executive and members are posted on the website and available to all interested students.

7.02. Student Senators – Within one week of the end of the Executive Elections, and in any event before April 1st, so as to allow sufficient notice for Student Senate Caucus executive elections:

(a) The incoming Chair shall notify in writing the Secretary of Faculty Council, the Chair of Faculty Council, the Secretary of the University, the Chair of Senate, the Chair of the Student Senate Caucus, and the Senior Student Senator from Osgoode of the name of the newly elected Osgoode Student Senator, and shall indicate which Student Senator of Osgoode is departing.

(b) At the first available Faculty Council meeting, the incoming Chair shall put forward the name of the newly elected Osgoode Student Senator for the approval of Faculty Council.

(c) The Senior Student Senator shall train and advise the newly elected Osgoode Student Senator regarding the nature and affairs of Senate, and shall do whatever necessary to ensure the newly elected Student Senator is added to all appropriate lists and bodies.

(d) The outgoing Student Senator shall continue to serve in Senate until July 1, but shall move to allow the newly elected Student Senator to speak in Senate on any occasion on which they wish to do so.

Article 8 -  Complaints & Enforcement
8.01. Complaints – Complaints regarding violation of these rules shall be made to the Presiding Officer or a Deputy Officer, or in any event to the Electoral Commission, in a timely manner by any candidate, and wherever possible must be made before the commencement of polling, in writing, and presented together with any evidence of the complaint.

8.02. Investigation – The Presiding Officer shall forthwith investigate and determine the validity of the complaint, and in so doing must give a reasonable opportunity for the maligned candidate to respond.

8.03. Notice of Decision – In determining that a complaint is valid, the Presiding Officer shall notify the candidate and the complainant of their decision in writing or via email, together with a notation of the specific rule or rules violated and the nature in which they were violated. An order made orally shall be valid for up to twenty-four (24) hours before a written order is issued.

8.04. Remedies Available – Upon determining that a complaint is well-founded, the Presiding Officer may remedy the situation by making any order or taking any action she deems fit, including:

(a) Removing the candidate from the election, where it would inequitable not to do so;

(b) Ordering the candidate to remedy a violation in any way, including through removal or withdrawal of materials, or through public communication; or

(c) Communicating with the students themselves, via email or other means, to clarify facts.

8.05. Vexatious Complaints – The Presiding Officer may make any order or do any action permitted under Section 8.04 in respect of a complainant which she finds was vexatious or abusive in nature.

8.06. Campaigning Throughout the Year – A student who engages in campaigning or activity similar to campaigning throughout the year prior to the campaign period may be excluded from an election by the Presiding Officer if it would be inequitable not to do so.

8.07. Responsibility for Campaign Teams – A candidate takes full responsibility in all respects for the actions of students campaigning on their behalf, provided that it can be established that the students were campaigning with the knowledge and approval of the candidate, and may be punished under this By-Law for any actions of said students as if it was an action of the candidate.

Article 9 -  Description of Positions

9.01. Where it is required or convenient herein to provide a description of a position to potential candidates, the following descriptions may be used at the discretion of the Presiding Officer(2).

9.02. The Chair of the Student Caucus is responsible for all of the affairs of the Student Caucus, including presiding over all meetings, representing the views of the caucus to the administration and Faculty Council, and providing leadership, guidance and information to the caucus. The Chair sits as the Vice-Chair of Faculty Council, as Chair of the Executive Committee, and also sits on the Nominating Committee, the Legal & Literary Society and (for the 2004/2005 year) York Senate.

9.03. The Vice-Chair of Student Caucus is the Committees Liaison Officer of the caucus and is responsible for overseeing the appointment and regulation of all student committee members, and keeping abreast of issues of import in all committees. In addition the Vice-Chair will fulfill any functions of the Chair in the absence of the Chair, will preside over Committee-of-the-Whole meetings, will sit on the Executive Committee, and will Chair the Student-Faculty Relations Committee.

9.04. The Communications Officer of the Student Caucus will serve as the Secretary of the caucus, will be responsible for maintaining the website, circulating agendas and minutes, scheduling and booking meetings when called, regularly communicating with the Obiter Dicta, and fulfilling the functions of the Vice-Chair in the absence thereof.

9.05. The Year Representatives of the Student Caucus, in addition to their duties as members of the caucus, are often called upon to chair or sit on sub-committees of the caucus, run initiatives or events for the caucus, and sit as full voting members of Faculty Council. They also traditionally have priority in the assignment of committee positions. They are expected to solicit and represent the views of their constituents and take leadership on issues of import to their constituents. They are the essential fabric of the Student Caucus, and are expected to carefully consider and weigh all issues that come before the caucus, to voice the opinions of their constituents and to vote, advocate, and conduct themselves in the best interests of the student body.

9.06. Student Senators are elected for two year terms to sit on the Senate of York University. They also sit on the Student Senator Caucus, and are encouraged to take on committee positions in Senate, and to take leadership positions in the Student Senate Caucus. They represent the views of Osgoode to the academic community of the University.

9.07. Students who are not successful in election to the Student Caucus or York Senate may be considered to sit on a Standing or Special Committee of Faculty Council, an Administrative Advisory Committee, or a Student Caucus Sub-Committee, and to do so should submit their information and interests to the newly elected Vice-Chair after the election results are finalized.

Student Caucus of Faculty Council

Osgoode Hall Law School

By-Law No. 5

Career Services Forum 
1. There shall be a forum created to be called the “Career Service Office Forum” (the “Forum”), to consider and advise on issues relating to the Career Services Office (the “Office”), and to ensure that the needs of students and other stakeholders are adequately met by the Office.

2. The membership of the Forum shall include:

a. A third-year representative of the Student Caucus, who shall serve as Chair of the Forum, to be elected by the Student Caucus on the nomination of the Executive Committee;

b. In addition to the Chair, not less than two and not more than four other students one of whom must be a Student Caucus second year representative, all of whom shall be selected by the Executive Committee on the nomination of the Chair of the Forum;

c. All persons working in, or employed by the Career Services Office, except students employed by the Career Services Office; 

d. The Associate Dean (Academic) of Osgoode Hall Law School;

e. The Assistant Dean, Student Services, of Osgoode Hall Law School; and

f. Any such other person as the Forum should see fit to offer membership to, where a majority of the Forum is in agreement.

3. The Forum shall provide regularly scheduled discussions between the membership on issues relevant to the Career Services Office.

4. The Forum shall usually meet once a month, and in any event shall not meet less than once per semester. 

5. The Forum shall be advisory and consultative in nature to the Director of the Office and to the Dean, and shall not be capable of issuing any directive, motion, or decions binding on the Office, or on the Law School, except to the extent that the power to make such a decision has been derogated on the Forum by the Office or the Law School.

6. The Chair shall speak for the Forum, and shall convey discussions that took place in the Forum to the Student Caucus, to other members of the administration, and to other parties as required.

Student Caucus of Faculty Council

Osgoode Hall Law School

By-Law No. 6

Governance Review Standing Sub-Committee
Name of Sub-Committee

1. The sub-committee shall be called the Governance Review Standing Sub-Committee (“Sub-Committee”)

Article IX. Composition   

2. The Sub-Committee shall be composed of three current members (the “Members”) of the Student Caucus, of which:

a. Wherever possible, one Member will be appointed from each of first, second, and third years (e.g. one third year representative, one second year representative, one first year representative); 

b. The third year Member shall serve as Chair, except where a third year student is not on the sub-committee or where there are multiple third year students, in which case the most senior Member shall serve as Chair, with seniority to be determined first by academic year, second by time of appointment to Student Caucus.  Where there is more than one member with equal seniority, the sub-committee shall elect a Chair at its first meeting through a majority vote.   

c. No Member of the Committee shall be a current member of the Student Caucus Executive Committee, the Chair of the Standing Sub-committee on Student Finance (“SCSF”), the Chair of the Standing Sub-committee on Student Opportunities (“SCSO”) or the Chair of the Career Services Forum (“CSF”) (collectively the “Subject Members”).

Article X. Election

3. The Members should be elected in the Fall academic term in the first Student Caucus meeting following the election of the First Year representatives.  

4. The Members shall be elected by majority vote by all current members of the Student Caucus other than the Subject Members, except that, notwithstanding this section, the Chair of Student Caucus may vote to break a tie. 

Article XI. Mandate

5. The Sub-Committee shall provide constructive feedback for Subject Members, of which:

a. Individual feedback for Student Caucus Executive Committee members shall be made with reference and limited to Article III, Section D of the Constitution of the Student Caucus of Faculty Council (hereinafter “Constitution”) and the By-Laws;

b. Collective feedback for the Executive Committee shall be made with reference and limited to Article III, Section C of the Constitution and the By-Laws; and

c. Individual feedback for the Chairs of the SCSF, SCSO and CSF shall be made with reference and limited to the committees’ mandates or other constating documents, and the By-Laws; 

Report

6. The Sub-Committee shall, not less than twice per academic year, provide a written and oral report to the Student Caucus (the “Report”), with the first report to be delivered not later than December 1 of any academic year, and the second report to be delivered not later than the Winter Election.

7. The Sub-Committee shall, not less than two meetings per academic year, initiate a special in camera meeting with Student Caucus to gather feedback of the subject members in preparation of the Report.  The Chair of the sub-committee will chair this meeting.  The first meeting will be no later than November 25th of any academic year, and the second meeting will be no later ten days from the Winter Election. 

8. The Report shall be equally based on:

a. Feedback of Student Caucus members in a special in camera meeting of Student Caucus as discussed in item 7;

d. The observations of the Sub-Committee throughout the year, which should include the minutes of the corresponding year and may include anonymous written reviews submitted to the Sub-Committee, so long as the reviews are reasonable and comply with article 9 of this by-law;

9. The Report shall:

a. Provide feedback with reference to the mandate in section 5 above;

b. Be advisory and consultative in nature; 

c. Not include any direction, motion or decisions whether proposed, binding, or purporting to be binding in regards to the Subject Members or committees subject to review;

d. Not include criticisms or attacks of a personal nature on the individuals subject to review

e. Not include criticisms of a frivolous or vexatious nature.

Use & Response

10. Subject Members shall: 

a. Use the Report as guidance for future deliberations and initiatives, and take it into account in fulfilling their responsibilities; and

b. Orally or in writing, respond to the Report, where specific suggestions have been made, not later than at the next meeting of the Student Caucus after the Report is made.  

c. File and provide the reports to members of Student Caucus elected in the subsequent Winter election 

Article XII. Procedures

11. The Sub-Committee shall be governed by the rules relating to Sub-Committees in Article V of By-Law No. 1 of the Student Caucus, except that:

a. Quorum of the Sub-Committee shall be all of its Members;

b. All meetings of the Sub-Committee shall take place in camera, such that no individual members of the Sub-Committee, shall discuss the contents of the Report before it is released to Student Caucus, or discuss the deliberations or proceedings of the Committee except as set out in the Report;

c. Before approval and release of the Report, all contents of the written and oral Report must be supported by majority vote of the Sub-Committee; and

12. This Sub-Committee can only be dissolved at a Special Meeting of the Student Caucus.

Student Caucus of Faculty Council

Osgoode Hall Law School

By-Law No. 7

Budget Management

Appointment of the Treasurer

13. Wherever possible, the Communication Officer of Student Caucus shall act as Treasurer.

14. In the alternative, an upper year student of Student Caucus shall act as the Treasurer. 

15. No current member of Student Caucus who is also an Executive Member of the Legal and Literary Society shall act as the Treasurer.

16. If the appointment of an alternative Treasurer is required, the election procedures outlined in item 5 and 6 shall be followed. 

Article XIII. Election of the Treasurer   

17. The Treasurer shall be elected any time between the Winter Election of Student Caucus and the end of the Winter academic term.  

18. The Treasurer shall be elected by majority vote by all current members of the Student Caucus other than the Subject Treasurer, except that, notwithstanding this section, the Chair of Student Caucus may vote to break a tie. 

Article XIV. Mandate of the Treasurer

19. The Treasurer shall apply for Student Caucus’ annual budget in accordance with the Legal and Literary Society procedure.

20. The Treasurer shall monitor and record all Student Caucus expenditures for the duration of his or her current term as an elected member of Student Caucus.

Report

21. The Treasurer shall, not less than twice per academic year, provide a written and oral report to Student Caucus (the “Report”), with the first report to be delivered not later than December 1 of any academic year, and the second report to be delivered not later than the Winter Election.

22. The Report shall:

a. Provide a description and exact cost of all Student Caucus expenditures;

b. Be informative and record keeping in nature. 

Use of the Report

23. The Treasurer shall file and provide the Report to members of Student Caucus elected in the subsequent Winter election 

Article XV. Procedures for Expenditures

24. Wherever possible, all expenditures must be pre-approved, of which: 

a. Expenditures over 100 dollars must be approved by majority vote by all current members of the Student Caucus prior; and 

b. All expenditures under 100 dollars must be approved by majority vote by all current members of the Student Caucus Executive.  

25. Once incurred, the person seeking re-imbursement must notify the Treasurer of the exact cost and description of the item. 

26. The person seeking re-imbursement is responsible for completing the Legal and Literary Society re-imbursement process.

27. The Legal and Literary Society re-imbursement form must be signed by both the person seeking the re-imbursement and the Treasurer. 

Student Caucus of Faculty Council

Osgoode Hall Law School

By-Law No. 8

Restrictions on Eligibility of Student Caucus or student committee members

Enacted March 22, 2006

Restriction

1. A student may not serve as a member of Student Caucus, or as a student committee member as appointed by the Student Caucus Executive committee, if s/he has accepted and will, during any period of his/her term of office, be participating in any exchange program, or in an intensive or clinical program that will require him/her to work off-campus during the Fall or Winter semesters, for four business days per week or longer. 

2. Intensive programs contemplated by this section include, but are not limited to, the Intensive Program in Criminal Law and the Intensive Program in Poverty Law at Parkdale Community Legal Services. 

In Force

3. This by-law will apply to those who are elected or appointed after May 1, 2006. 

Repeal

4. Pursuant to Article X, subsection 5 of the Student Caucus Constitution, this by-law may be repealed by a motion passed by a two-thirds majority of all voting members of Student Caucus. 

Student Caucus of Faculty Council

Osgoode Hall Law School

By-Law No. 9

First Year Supports -  Joint Committee of the Legal and Literary Society and Student Caucus  
Enacted March 26, 2008

1.
Membership:

a) shall be composed of be the two first year representatives, the second year representative, and the Vice President Internal from the Legal and Literary Society; and

b) the four first year representatives,  and members of the committee for first year curriculum changes from Student Caucus;  and 

c) any interested Executive or Regular Members of the Society at large.

2.   Duties: 

a) shall be responsible for developing and implementing first year supports by both branches of student government as per their respective constitutional jurisdiction; and 

b) base any support developed for first year on polls or direct feedback from first year students; and 

c) remain in constant communication with the administration of Osgoode Hall Law School. 

3. Meetings: 

a) shall meet at least once a month during the regular academic year; and 

b) shall keep minutes and records of all initiatives discussed and undertaken; and 

c) shall report to the respective executives of both branches of student government regularly during the respective scheduled meetings times.  

Unanimously Adopted. 

Student Caucus of Faculty Council

Osgoode Hall Law School

By-Law No. 10

Student Caucus Meeting Procedures

Enacted February 29, 2012

Pre-meeting procedures

1. Subject to his or her discretion, items for the Agenda must be submitted to the Communications Director by 5pm, three days prior to regularly scheduled meetings. 

2. Items for the Agenda must be accompanied with material that briefs other members of the Student Caucus as to the nature and general content of the proposed Agenda item.

3. Subject to his or her discretion, the Communications Director must send the Agenda to members of the Student Caucus no later than 48 hours before regularly scheduled meetings.

4. Faculty Council Committee reports must explicitly take one of two forms, either:

a. informational reports, wherein the Faculty Council Committee member informs or updates the Student Caucus; or 

b. advisory reports, wherein the Faculty Council Committee member solicits direction, advice, or input from the Student Caucus.

5. In advance of an advisory report, a member of the Student Caucus sitting on the Faculty Council Committee the subject of the report will invite all other JD students on that committee to attend the meeting where the report is made.

6. In the event that no member of the Student Caucus sits on a Faculty Council Committee the subject of an advisory report, the Committee Liaison Officer will invite all JD students on that committee to attend the meeting where the report is made.

In-meeting procedures

1. During his or her update, the Communications Director or Chair will ask members of the Student Caucus for an update on any outstanding action items reflected in the previous minutes of Student Caucus.

Post-meeting procedures

1. Items requiring specific action from individual members of the Student Caucus will be reflected in the minutes of the Student Caucus.

Special and electronic votes

1. Votes outside scheduled meetings may only occur if the Executive Committee determines the matter addressed by the vote is pressing and exceptional. A matter is pressing and exceptional if it is important and must be decided before the next scheduled meeting of the Student Caucus.

2. Any record of votes occurring outside scheduled meetings of the Student Caucus must be reflected in the minutes of the Student Caucus.

In Force

5. This by-law will apply to those who are elected or appointed after March 1, 2012. 

Repeal

6. Pursuant to Article X, subsection 5 of the Student Caucus Constitution, this by-law may be repealed by a motion passed by a two-thirds majority of all voting members of Student Caucus. 

